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The REVIEW of times pajft, and 
contemplations on future prof- 
peas, humbly attempted for gen- 
eral inflruGion, and to excite pi- 
ous and ufeful meditations, Sc. : 
Or, the Editors’ New-TYear’s 


Gift, to their generous readers. 
(Contia. from Vol. I. p. 250 ] 


EASON was given to man 

that he might contemplate ; 

and that by contemplation,he might 
become wife, ufeful and happy. 
The fubje&s of contemplation, 
which invite his conftderation are 
numerous, entertaining and impor- 
tant. He may, with great advan- 
tage, contemplate himfelf, his 
Creator, his word and wondrous 
works. He may fo confider his 
own ways as to make hafte and de- 
lay not to keep the commandments 
of his God. The end of days 
and years are proper feafons for 
review and ferious confideration. 
The events of years, profpedts for 
time to come, ovr own particular 
{tate, our progrefs in knowledge, 
in virtue or vice, our preparation 
for the end of time and the com- 
mencement of an eternal ftate, are 
all fubjects of fpecial contempla- 
tion upona New-Year’s day. We 
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will therefore upon this, as a con- 
tinuation of the Review which we 
prefented to our readers the laft 
New-Year, invite them to acon- 
templation of thefe very intereft- 
ing fubjeéts. We fhall begin with 
fome of the events of the laft year, 
in Europe, and with moral obfer- 
vations which they will fuggeft. 
We will then contemplate fuch as 
refpe& America, and ourfelves 
more immediately. 

At the clofe of the laft year, 
the pacification of Luneville had 
left France, Spain and the Bata- 
yvian republic at full liberty to em- 
ploy their whole ftrength in fup- 
port of the French conquefts in 
Egypt, and again{ft Great-Britain. 
At the fame time the northern co- 
alition was completely formed, and 
the feveral princes which had com- 
bined were f{trongly engaged to car- 
ry its defigns intoexecution. Brit- 
ain, therefore, faw all the great 
powers, and almoft the whole mar- 
itime force of Europe combined 
againft her. The afpedts of prov- 
idence with refpect to her were in- 
deed gloomy and alarming. She 
was under the neceflity of fubmit- 
ting either to fuch terms of peace, 
as her haughty enemy fhould pleafe 
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242 On the commencement 
to dictate, or to continue the war, | 
until his difpofition fhould be more 

amicable and conciliatory. She | 
magnanimoufly determiacd on the | 
latter. The armics of France | 
were numerous and powerful. | 
They were ftimulated to action by 
the thirft of glory and an implaca- 
ble fpirit of revenge. 
exertions were made to reinforce 
her armics in Pepy pts and to be pre- 


pared for a defcent on Great-Brit- | 


ain. Atthe fame time, the north- 
ern powers were with ange ditic any 
firmaefs and unanimit, 
for their own defeace pie to carry 


of the coalition. Britain, with a 
vigor and difpatch which fuch a 
crifis demanded, prepared to de- 
fend herfelf at home, 
the enemy abroad. 


and to annoy 
Early in the 


fpring a powerful armament was | 
Two preat 


fent into the Baltic 
events, under the divine fuperin- 
tendence, foon took place, which 
changed the whole afpeét of af- 
fairs in the north. 

On the 23d of March, 
Paul, emperor of all the 
the leader, moft engaged pee pow- 
erful prince in the coalition, was 
nomore. Alexander, a prince ot 
a better mind, and 
tics, afcended the linperial throne. 

A. few days after, April 2d, L ord 

Nelfon, in a molt Seadbe action | 
of four hours, dettroyed the 

of Denmark, lying betore Cope 
hagen, and having made himf folf 
mater of the harbour, the capital 
of the nation lay at his mercy. 

Thefe great and unexpected events 
broke the northern « 
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upon an armiitice wh che has not 
been broken. Bytreaty, the div: 
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Bri ‘tain and ! Auth l, were lo 
amicably adiulted.* 
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of a New-Year. 
e time, when 


ic fam 
; vents took pla e in Europe, 
Lord Keith, witha powerful fleet 
and a large body of ticops, appear- 
ed near Alexandria in Egypt. 
ay in the month of March, gen- 
bercrombie landed the army 
it. The 
French, having collected their 
troops from Cairo and other parts 
of the country, on the 21{t of 
March, made a well-directed, fu- 
rious and perfevering attack upon 

After a long 
battle, in which 
gcneralfhip, exertion and 
heroifm had been difplayed by the 


Pun 
ve 


nd hard tought 


| refpective armies, and oreat loffes 
| in oficers and 


men had been ful 


tained by both, victory declared in 
| favor of the E: 


olith. "The con- 
feque neces were fatal to the interefts 
of Mrancein Eaypt. Great exer- 
tions were made by the French 
ae to cag ahs their armic es in 
at fuperi- 
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if im] pi ragticable. 
means, the enabled 
to reinforce their army from all 
and, it feems, finally 
have ed and brought of 
the rench army. Such 1S 
the naval force of Britain that fhe 
been able to defeat her enemies 
in the B to fend a powerful 
armament into Laypt, and at the 
to blockade the principal 
and Hol- 
any attempts 
upon her own coatts. 
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Phefe events have finally tcrmina- 


ted in preliminaries of peace, be- 

the Britifh and French na- 

By thele a foundation is, 

robably, laid for the pacification 

ot all Europe, by a definitive trea- 

ty. This will be another great 
ind mott lefireable event. 
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way for a concra! pacification, con- 
{ider able Pp ro oorefs has been made 
in carr ying into execution the at 
ticles of 1 treaty of Luneville 
and France, Germany and Italy 
appear to haye been progrefing to- 
ward a ftate of reft. 

Another event which claims 
fpecial notice, and was prot bably 
an article of thattreaty, is the re- 
eflablifhment of Popery = France, 
Italy, and fome ot ther parts, even 
with a numerous train of Jefuits, 
an order fo mifchievous, fo repug- 





nant to the liberty and happinefs of | 
mankind, as, many years fince, to | 


have been fuppreffed in all the Ro- 
man Catholic countries. 


| it. The cmpe 
| 
Asthe ! 


pope neverthelefs is divefted of | 


temporal dominion, and his reve- 
nues in a manner annihilated, h: 
mutt Be confidered as in a manner 
fallen. His power ts circumfert- 
bed, his influence 
diminifhed, and his very exiftence 
is dependent on the precarious will 
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ryt: . ec a . . 
Vharin the courfe of his provi- 
dence, for their 
’ VA 


corredtion, and 
{ 12 vif td tee nix nt of his own 
wife and holy purpofes, he often 


fetteth uy » own them the bape of 


men: ‘Vhat, ina molt wonderful 
manner, he a (i inteth the devt- 
ces Of the craf 1d carrieth the 
counsel of th. ir pean headlong*. 
Never, perhaps, was this in any 
inftance more ftrikingly exem- 
plified than in the progrefs and ter- 
mination of the late European war. 
Not a fingle defign has been an- 
fwered, for which any of the bel- 
lige rent powers p rofe Ted ly began 
ror of Germany 
and the king cf Prufia embarked 
in itto afift and fave the king of 
France, and to humble his rebel- 
— fubjc&s. From the high 
one with which the duke of Brunf- 


Ww now’ began his operations, it ap- 


1S exceedingly | 


and convenience of the firft conful | 


of France, or of other 
who may fucceed him, in the gov- 
ernment of France and Italy. 

While popery is fo weakened 
and fallen, the jurkifh empire 
feems to be exceedingly rent and 
broken, by numerous internal fac- 
tions and rebellions, and rapidly 
haftenineg to a total diffol: tion. 
‘Phefe are fome of the principal 
‘lat year, which mer- 
itour notice, in fou 
foreign parts. 

Thefe events, viewed 
connection * 


defnrots, 


» 
pweante af , 
events or th 


ope and other 


in their 
ith the extenfive and 

hich they have termi- 
nated, with the views with which 
It was undertaken and the manner 
in which it has ended, will afford 
many interefting — obfervations. 
pt hey attord the moft demonttrative | 


’ 
bloody wai 


peared that he “expested foon to be 
at Paris, and fet the king and roy- 
al family at liberty ; and that if 
any op politi ion fhould be made, he 


| fhould triumph vantly mark his route 


ee 


evidence, That the Moft High ru- 


leth in the kingdo ms 
giveth them io whomfoe ver he will: 


of ie and | 


with blood and carnage. But in- 
ttead of this expected triumph, 
the combined armies were obliged 
toretire with sreat lofs and fhame. 
The king of Pruffia, to fave hims 
felf, foon withdrew from the war. 
The oppofition which had been 
made, inflamed the French people, 
rs infiead of giving any relief to 
e king and royal family, precipt- 
tated their deftruction. ‘The em- 
peror of Germany, with all the 
afli{tance of his allies, has been un- 
able to defend himfelf, and has 
been obliged to fubmit to the hu- 
miliating terms of a great diminu- 
tion of his cmpire. England and 
Spain embarked in the war to fup- 
_ port monarchy in France, and to 
preferve the balance of Europe 3 
but they effecied neither. Spain 
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was obliged to make peace with 
France and even to unite with her 
in the war, againft other nations, 
to prevent her own ruin, by the 
power and intrigue of the French 
people. Great-Britain, though 
fhe hath exhibited great prowefs 
and performed wonders on the feas, 
hath gained nothing fufficient to in- 
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demnify her for the war. 


immenfe expenfe to defend her do- 
minions, and maintain her exten- 


She has | 
had hard labor and beer: put to an | 





five commerce. France commen- | 
ced the war for the deftruétion of | 
kings and defpotifm, and to re- | 
ftore to the French people the | 
rights of men, and equal liberty 
But after all her brilliant victories 
and fuccefs upon the land, the war 
has terminated in an ufurper and 
defpot ; who has the lives, prop- 
erty and liberties of the nation 
more entirely at his difpofal, than 
any monarch, who has ever fat up- 
on the throne of France. Tho’ 
fhe hath extended her territory, 
yet millions of her inhabitants have 
been facrificed, fome of her moft 
ancient and renowned cities have 
been deftroyed, her navy and com- 
merce ruined, and the nation in- 
volved in an enormous debt. With 
refpe& to thofe bloody men who 
were the principal leaders of the 
firft revolutions, God hath, in a 
manner no lefs wonderful, difap- 





pointed their defions, and right- 
eouflly rewarded them according to 
their works. They fought their 
own aggrandizement, and the ac- 
complithment of their own felfith 
and party fchemes, and fucceflive- 
ly loft their heads, in their unprin- 
cipled career. While like wicked 
Haman they were climbing for glo- 
ry, they came to that ruin which 





they had projefed for others. 
Thus God taketh the wife in their 
awn craftine/s. 

Further, it was the defi 
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the firft revolutionifts to abolifh the 
{abbath, all public worfhip, and 
the Chriftian religion, in the 
French nation. But even in this 
their defigns have beenequally fruf- 
trated. Itis now found neceflary, 
after the boafted age of reafon, af- 
ter all the light of philofophifm 
and illuminatifm, that France 
fhould have a religion. Its re-ef- 
tablifhment, by the firft conful, is 
indeed remarkable ; and that he 
fhould held the right of the former 
monarchs of France, of prefent- 
ing perfonsto all ecclefiaftical liv- 
ings ; and that the pope is to do 
his pleafure in approving and con- 
fecrating them to office. The aid 
of religion is neceflary for the or- 
der and happinefs of a people, even 
under a defpotic government. 
Much lefs can any people be free, 
and happy under milder forms of 
government, without Chriftian 
morals. Further, a review of the 
war naturally leads us to refleét on 
the terriblenefs of the divine chaf- 
tifements, and what reafon all men 
and kingdoms have to fear before 
God. He correés like himfelf, 
and is known by the judgments 
which he executcth. When he 
afflumes the rod, qwhets his glitter- 
ing [word and his hand takes hold 
on judgment, he will render ven- 
geance to his enemies and reward 
them that hate him*. He does not 
barely correct individuals, particu- 
lar cities and nations, but a world 
of finners. How have Europe 
and the four quarters of the earth, 
in the late war, trembled at his re- 
buke ? How have the nations mel- 
ted like wax before him? How 
have cities and kingdoms been fha- 
ken and overthrown ? How have 
millions been {wept from the earth ? 
How have they died in a moment, 


| in the very glory of life ? What a 





* Deuteronomy xxxii. 42. 
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large proportion of the earth hath 
been filled with blood and carnage, 
diftrefs and mourning ? Hath not 
God made his arrows drunk with 
blood, and hath not his fword de- 
voured flefh ? Has not this been a 
righteous retaliation of the wick- 
ednefs of the kings, courts, and 
people of Europe ? Of the Ro- 
man Catholics and Turks ? Has it 
not been a faithful accomplifhment 
of the divine threatenings ? They 
have wonderfully apoftatized from 
God, been leaders in infidelity 
and debauchery, countenanced 
philofophifm, deceit and corrup- 
tion ; and exalted themfelves above 
God. How righteous has he 
therefore been in caufing their 
wickednefsto fhake their thrones, 
depopulate and impoverifh their 
kingdoms, and to make their fub- 
jects miferable ? How righteous 
and how conformable to the threat- 
enings of his word, that he fhould 
give to the Roman Catholics and 
the Turks, thofe implacable ene- 
mies, bloodto drink ? God hath 
not only fhown his great power, 
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jultice, and hatred of fin, but his | 


truth and veracity, and the uni- 
formity of his providence in pun- 
ifhing the great apoftacies of man- 
kind. He punifhed the wicked- 
nefs of the old world with an uni- 
verfal delupe: Of Sodom and Go- 
morrah with a total overthrow, by 
a {torm of fire and brimftene from 
heaven : Of the Canaanites bya 
eeneral cxtirpation: OF his own 
covenant people by the Pabyloni- 
an and Roman captivitics and dif- 
peons : Of the Chrifhan church 
by the ‘Lurks, Goths, Vandals 
and ether babarcus nations. ‘The 
area apottacy of Enrope he hath 
punifhed with the late horrible war. 
‘thus he fills the earth with his glo- 
ry, asdcaufes the wrath of man 
to praife him. This he warns all 
the nations of mankind that if they 
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will do the works of apoftates, 
they fhall alfo be partakers of their 
plagues. He teacheth by his prov- 
idence as well as word that obedi- 
ence is the only way of fafety, and 
that righteoufnefs exalteth a na- 
tion. 

But how fhould we rejoice, that 
God for a moment is fufpending 
his awful chaftifements ? That this 
dreadful war is terminated ? That 
peace, with her olive branch, once 
more gives reft to Europe ? O how 
do we rejoice for the fake of hu- 
man nature, that the flow of hu- 
man blood is ftopped ? That the 
coors of dolefu! prifons are cpened 
to the captives, and that the diftref- 
fes of millions are relieved ? That 
thoufands are returning from cap- 
tivity and the horrors of war, to 
the bofoms of their refpective coun- 
tries, and tothe embraces of par- 
ents and friends ? What matter of 
joy, that millions to whom there 
was no fafety when they went out 
or when they came in, when they 
lay down or when they rofe up, 
may now repofe themfelvesin peace? 
But how fhould we rejoice more ef. 
pecially for the fake of our fcllow- 


_chriftians, our brethren in Chritt 








Jefus, that their diftreffes are re- 
lieved and their condition meliora- 
ted? That they may enjoy fabbaths 
and ordinances in peace, and ferve 
the Lord without fear and diftvac- 
tion? ‘That the means of commu- 
nication with each other, for the 
purpofes of information, mutual 


guickening and joy, and for con- 


certing the great interefts of their 
common Saviour will be more fa- 
cile, fafe and expeditious ? ‘That 
this will afford happy advantages 
for the fpread of the gofpel, for ex- 
tending the knowledge, kingdom 
and glory of the Redcemer to the 
moft diftant parts of the earth? In 
thefe we will rejoice. O {weet be- 


| mion peace, great nurfe of fcience, 
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commerce. wealth, — and 
public iaeled s, with what joy do 
we hail thee 

world? T'o Europe, and efpecial- 
ly to the land of our forefather’s 
fepulchres ? With what cordiality 
do we congratulate the millions of 
Europe, a and efp ecially our breth- 
ren in Chrift Jefus onthisaufpicious 
event ? How does it enliven the 
joys of this New-Year : Our ani- 
mated thankfpivings fhall afcend 
with theirs to hie throne, who ma- 
keth wars to ceafe unto the end of 
the earth, and maketh peace in his 
high places. Drom paft expericnce 
may they lcarn the madnefs of war, 
cultivate the arts of peace, obedi- 
ently and thankfully improve its in- 
eftimable bleflings. 

From a contemplation of foreign 
events let us return home, and re- 
view thofe of own country. 
The evcuts of the year in America 
have been _ liarly exprefhve of 
the divine patience and beneficence. 
The very srersdential arrival of 
the Americah fguadron in the Me- 
diterranean, while the fhips of the 
Tripolitans lay at Gibraltar, the 

lockade and total defeat of that 
armament with the firing of a 
gun, the ahi 
of our coun 


to our tumultuous 


our 


out 


yf t 


itrymen from the m 


dreadful ca; ptivity and fervitude, | 
and the retaining of fo much A- 
merican property as was fecured by | 
that event, merit our notice and 
praife. The ratification of the 
treaty vedien Irance, the peace we 
have enjoved the paft year with 


thal 


ata ehh ydoms, bones haa the 
wild menof the . 


S 
rections among our! five s, challenge 
” ha ; 

our oS acknowledements. | 
Le a ¢ var 1 Pe i } J bee 
Phat general health and pleaty 
have pervaded our vill. NES, Citic: 
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and { talCo 9 and cf} CClal ab t: reas 
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the word and ordinances have been 
attended with unufual fueccefs, are 
further manifeftations of the divine 
beneficence. ‘The flourifhing ftate 
of our {chools, and efpecially of 
the col llege i in this State, the appli- 
cation and good order of the ftu- 
dents and the increafe of their num- 
bers are worthy of notice*. How 
numerous, great and extenfive 
have been the public bleflings of 
the paft year ? With what propzi- 
ety may America adopt the lan- 
guage of the pfalmift? Praife the 
Lord, O Ferufalem 3; praife thy 
God O Zion, For he hath ftrength- 
ened the bars of thy gates : He hath 
bleffed thy children within thee. He 
maketh peace in thy borders and fil- 
leth thee with the fineft of the wheat.+ 

But to make thefe contempla- 
tions {till more interefting let every 
one review the paft year with ref- 
pect to himfelf. I, let each one 
fay, have lived another year, crow- 
ned with mercy and loving- kind- 
nefs. I have enjoyed a ll this na- 
tional good, with countlefs perfon- 
al and domeftic bleflings ! What 
have 1 rendered, and what am I 
Lord for all thefe 
benefits ? [las all this good led me 
to repentance ? Has it filled my 
heart with gratitude and my lips 
with praife ? Or do I live in in- 
gratitude, and afier my hardnefs 


and impenitent heart treafure up un- 


_ tomy felf wratl againft the day of 


wral > and revelation of the right- 
foment of God ?f 

iy the profeftor fay, I have 
{worn allegiance to my Lord, his 
vows are upon me, and I cannot 
go back ! Have I lived the hife of 
a Chriftian the year paft? Have 1 


Ls Jie 


\ large beautiful college has been 
ereGicd the laf year ; andin five years 
the number of ftudents has increafed 
about one hundred. . 

+ Plalm cxlvii. 
} Rom. i. 4, 5. 


12, 13, 14. 
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paid unto the Lord my vows ? 
What have I done more than oth- 
ers ? Have I grown in grace and in 
knowledge, in faith, in patience, 
in contentment hope and joy ? 
Have I vifited the fatherlefs and 
the widows, in their affliftion, and 
kept myfelf unfpotted from the 
world ? Have I wrought righteouf- 
nefs, difperfed abroad and given to 
the poor ? Have I loved the church 
of God, and exerted myfelf for 
the furtherance of the gofpel ? 
Have I made fome advancement 
indeed, in the habits of piety and 
righteoufnefs ? And are my defires 
and refolutions to be the Lord’s 
more ardent, conftant and fixed ? 
Can I review the year with a hum- 
ble hope, and the pleafing fatisfac- 
tion that thefe have been the happy 
labors and fruitsof it? Oram |, 
O unhappy foul, like the profeffors 
of Sardis dead while I have a 
name to live? Am I not among 
the foolifh virgins who, when they 
that are ready fhall erter in, and 
the door fhall be fhut, fhall ftand 
without and find no admittance to 
the wedding ? 

Let the impenitent finner fay I 
have {pent another year in fin. 
My long fuffering Creator has kept 
meanother year from the darkgrave 
and the quenchlefs flame, while 
many other wicked perfons are 
gone into them. He hath loaded 
me with his benefits, but I have 
abufed all his goodnefs, and have 
apparently been living to fill up the 
meafure of my fin. The fcore of 
my guilt is far greater than when L 
began the laft year ; my wicked 
habits are more {trong and fixed, I 
am more like the Ethiopian who 
cannot change his fkin, and like 
the leopard whofe {pots can never 
be wafhed away, than I ever was 
at any period of my life before. 
I never before appeared fo like a 
vellcl fitted to deftru@ion. This 
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year it may be faid to me, thou fhalt 
die. And art not thou alarmed, 
O my foul! Shall I continue in fin 
until I lie dowa in forrow ? O let 
me efcape for my life! Let me fly, 
without a moment’s delay, as the 
man-flayer to the city of his refuge, 
and as the dove to her windows, to 
lay hold on the hope fet before me ! 
But what are the profpeéts be- 
fore us ? Look forward and you 
willfee, in the prefent year, many 
barren trees cut down, the hopes of 
many hypocrites perifhing, and like 
the giving up of the ghoft. Many 
who fare fumptuoufly every day 
will die, be buried, and lift up 
their eyes in torments. Many of 
God’s chofen ones will reft from 
their labors and be carried, like 
the pious beggar into Abraham’s 
bofom. Yes, among one or other 
of thefe numbers, may, probably, 
be feen fome of the Editors, and 
many of their readers. Shall we 
then be idle 2? Does it not behove 
us to work while the day lafteth ? 
So far as we can underftand the 
figns of the times, the days which 
are to come will be days of trouble. 
Iniquity remarkably abounds, and 
the love of many waxeth cold. 
New, ftrange and licentious doc- 
trines almoft every where are 
broached ; and God will vifit for 
thefe things. The man of fin, 
though fupported by confuls and 
kings, muft totally fall ; the Turk- 
ifh empire muft be broken, and 
the long arreais of blood muft be 
paid. ‘hough there may be a 
{hort calm, the ftorm will be gath- 
ering, and the earth will yet be 
more terribly fhaken. While 


therefore we behold the tumult of 
the people, the violence and chan- 

es which are in the earth, and the 
mutability of all human things, let 
us the more rejoice that there is a 
throne and kingdom which cannot 
be fhaken 3 accity wherein dwel- 
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ieth righteoufnefs. With what fo- 
Jicitude and perfeverance fhould we 
feck aninheritance and fettlement 
in that blefed country, that in our 
appointed time we may fly away 
and enjoy everlafting reit! 





RefleBions of the Editors on the 
commencement of a New-Year ; 
and a fervisus addrefs to their 
readers. 


OW momentary are the days 

of man? Are they not f{wif- 

ter than a poft ? Rapid as the ea- 
gle’s flight when fhe hafteth to the 
prey ? How foon has ever-fleeting 


time terminated another important | 


New-Years’ Reflechous. 





portion of our lives, and borne us | 


on to the commencement of a New- 
Year? Yes, folemn momentous 
thought ! We are advanced one 
year further towards that awful pe- 
riod when we fhall write and {peak 
nomore! When we thall make our 
bed in the duft ; ftand before the 
judgment feat of Chrift, and ren- 
der an account of ourfelves, and 
of our miniftry! How we have 
watched, labored and prayed for 
the fouls committed to our paftoral 
care !—- With what vicws and de- 
fires we and our correfpondents 
have written and publifhed for our 
readers ! And how we have con- 
ducted ourfelves towards God and 
men, in every period, relation and 
condition of life! With what feri- 
oufnefs, O our fouls, fhould we re- 
view the years which are paft ?— 
With what fhanie and penitence 
for paltfins and unprofital 
With what gratitude and 
the patience and goodaels which 
cur common Father hath exercifed 
towards us ? And with what fol- 
crinattenionand impartiality fhould 
we examine ourfeives with refpect 
‘o our preparation for that moft aw- 
ful moment, on which we have 
been meditating, when time with 


lenefs 2—— 


vraife for 
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us fhall be no more ? How grea 
and momentous are the events of a 
fingle year 2? What changes are 
made in individuals, in families, in 
our churches, and congregations ? 


| How many countenanceshath God 


changed and how many people of 
every fex and age hath he fent a- 
way, in the courfe of the laft year? 
How have we followed the young, 
the gay, and the thoughtlefs, the 
man of mature age, the grey head- 
ed and the babe tothe grave? Nay, 
how many pious brethren with 
whem we went to the houfe of 
God in company, met at the table 
of our common Lord, and with 
whom we took fweet counfel to- 
gether, have exchanged worlds, 
and winged their flight from this 
{trange land to the Father’s houfe? 
Yes, how many of our refpedtive 
hearers are pone before us to judg- 
ment, and are witnefling for, or a- 
gainft us, in the eternal world ? 
What numbers of our readers, in 
the paft year, have been unaltera- 
bly fixed with them, in the fame 
everlafting ftate? View them, O 
our fouls, rejoicing in the paradife 
of God, or finking in the abyfs of 
woe. Hear how they fing, or 
mourn ! How are they gone, for- 
ever gone, from the inftrudtive, 
warning and comforting voice of 
the gofpel ? How are our hearers 
and readers conftantly going into 
the grave ? How is their harveft 
palling away and fummer ending, 
from week to week, from month 
to month, and year to year ? Should 
not thefe contemplations and views 
awake all the folicitude and ener- 
gies of our fouls, and impel us to 
do whatever our hand findeth to 
do, with all our might, for them 
as well as for ourfelves ? How fol- 
emn and momentous is the work 
of the evangelical miviftry ? How 
dreadful mult floth and unfaithful- 
nefs be in this divine fervice ! What 








1802.] 


fupplies of grace, what abundant 
watchfulnefs and prayer are necef- 
fary, that we may finifh our courfe 
with joy, and the miniftry which 
we have received of the Lord Je- 
fus, to teftify the pofpel of the 
grace of God ? What occafion 
have we to addrefs al: good people 
inthe language of the Apoftle, 
Brethren, pray for us. 

While we contemplate, that 
God hath counted us faithful, put- 
ting us into the miniftry ; and that 
uotwithf{landing our great unprofi- 
tablenefs and ili-defert, we, through 
ftrength obtained from him, con- 
tinue unto the prefent time, and 
may once more congratulate our 
readerson their entrance upon a- 
nother year, we confefs, that we 
have reafon to be filled with holy 
admiration and aftonifhmeat, at the 
diftinpuifhing forbearance and good- 
nefs of God toward us. Efpecial- 
ly, when we confider the advanced 
period of life to which fome of us 
have arrived, and how many much 
younger than ourfelves, and fome 
who were eminent for genius, lite- 
rature, piety and ufefulnefs have 
been difmiffed, the laft year, from 
their labors,* it ferves further to 
enhance the riches of the divine 
patience, and to exalt our ideas of 
the divine beneficence. That we 
have been thus diftinguifhed, is to 
be refolved wholly into the mere 
fovereign poodnefsof God. Even 
fe, Father, for fa it feemed good in 
thy fight.+ Not unte us, not unto us, 
O Lord, fut to thy name, be ail the 
glory.t That the people of our 
refpective charges behold their 
teachers, that they are not in fack- 
cloth and widowhood : That they 


*Dr. Jonathan Edwards, Prefident 
of Union-College, who died on the rit 
of Auguft laft, was diftinguifhed iz all 
the particulars above mentioned. 

+ Matth. xi. 26. 

$ Pfalm crv. 1. 


Vor. Il. No. 7. 
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enjoy general health and peace a- 
mong themfelves ; and that mutye 
al efteem and friendfhip fubfift be. 
them and us, challenge our prate- 
ful notice. Ail the faccefs we 
have had in our minifiry, in the 
quickening, edification, comfort 
and joy of our hearers ; all the en- 
largement and fpiritwal pleafure we 
have experienced in ihe duties af 
our office, and in the duties of re- 
ligion, in the clofet, in the family, 
and in the houfe of God, are fur- 
ther arguments of wonder and 
praife. The fuccefs of this mag- 
azine, the pleafure we have in con- 
tempiating the great things which 
God has done for his churches, in 
publifhing them, and in communi- 
cating a variety of inftruction to 
fo many thoufands of readers ; 
that they might participate in our 
pleafures, be with us mutually quick- 
ened and animated, and unite their 
joys and thankfgivings with ours, 
demand our praife. Indeed, what- 
ever bieflings we enjoy ourfelves, 
whatever inftruction, quickening, 
comfort and joy, we have been in- 
ftrumental of communicating to 
others, or what ever good we have 
been enabled to do to individuals, 
or to any part of God’s great and 
holy kingdom, iacreateth the count- 
lefs obligations we are under to be 
the Lord’s, and conftantty to glo- 
rify him in our bodies, and in our 
fpiits which are his. ‘Thefe are 
all blefings which dow forth fiona 
his fovereign goodnefs and tri- 
umph over all the ill-defert and 
bafenefs of men. They proclaim 
the immenfe excellency and glory 
of his nature, and his worthineis 
of univerfal praife. Do not our 
hearts burn within us while we thus 
contemplate his beneficence and 
glory ? Can we thus behold him 
and not love him ? Ard not defire 
to praife and enjoy him? We will 
therefore blefs the Lord at all times ; 
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his praife foai!l continually be in our 
mouth, Blefi the | word, O our fouls, 
and all that ts within us, befs his 
holy name. Blefs the Lord, ‘O our 
fouls, and forget not all bis benchts. 
Thas we with to praife the Lord, 
for all his patience, long-fuffering 
and goodnefs to us, to the church, 
and the whole human race. 0 
that men would praije the Lord, for 
his goodnefs, and for his wonde erful 
works to the children of men! We 
with our readers, ovr correfpon- 
dents, and all who love the name 
of our God would unite with us, 
in offering all thankfgiving, and 
blefling and glory unto him for his 
own glorious perfeGtions, and for 
his poodnefs to us, to them, to the 
churches of Chriftin this Stare, in 
all the United States, and to the 
church univerfa!. The more we 
love and praife God for his excel- 
Jent sreatnefs and mishty aéts on 
the commencement of this New- 
Year, the more gratefuily we re- 
count the mercies of the laft, and 
of all the palt years of our lives, 
and the more powerfully we are led 


to repentance by te the more 
eminently fhall we begin tie ye i 
with God, the more acc eptable 


fhall we be in his fight, and the 
more protitable thall we be to our- 
felves and others. in juft fuch 
proportion as we bevin 
and years withgratitude and praife, 
fal! we be empleo yyed in the wy 


Our 


nefs, and enjoy the bleflednefs of 


Heaven. Inthe fame proportion 
fhall we be prepared to - adieu 
to days and years, and t begin 
the more fublime and pe fea fervi- 
ces of the celeitial city. We 
therefore befcech our readers to ac- 
cept it as the beit pledpe of ow 
brotherly ativction, and as an ad- 
ditional effort to afl our former at- 
tempts to do them ecod, that while 
we congratulate thom oa all the 
happy circumftances of the N 
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Year, we alfo invite and ftimulate 
them to this noble and angelic em- 
ployment. Mis good to fing praifes 
unio our God, it is pleafant, 
praife ts comely for the upriaht. 
Further to warm our own and 
your hearts, and to raife them to 
the higheft clevations of cratitude 
and praife, let it be confidered that 
every moment we live, every breath 
we draw, the health of our coun- 
tenance, the length of our days, 
our friends and all our comforts ot 
every kind are his fovereign gifts, 
and flow from this uncreated infi- 
nite fountain of good. Ln him we 
live, and move, and have our being. 
Of him, and through him, and t 
him are all things. ‘Vo whom then, 
but to him fhall all creatures in 
heaven, and on earth aferibe glory 
and dominion fori wr ? All the in- 
tellicence, holinefs and happinefs 
of faints end engels in heaven, all 
the hte, reafon, beauty, natural and 
moral eood on earth and in the 
feas are an emanation from him? 
He hath filled them both with his 
richcs. Jefus Chrift that unfpeak- 
able gift, all the pardons, peace, 
CO ifort and joys ot the faved, in 
tinic and in cternity are the effects 
of his love. What cxalted ideas 
mult thele views give us of the di- 


and 


' vine fulnefs, beneticence and glory ? 


a a VS Vv 


But thould we proceed in our cone 
templations, and view all this com- 
municated vood, but as a fpark to 
the jun, or a drop to the ocean, 
when compared with the effentual 
infinite poodnefs of his nature, tt 
mult ftill, beyoad all calculation 


exalt our conceptions of his clorys 
and worthinels to be praifed. 

Fic p01 ding fs as it reipects men 
| is rendered {till more affecting and 
ecniak, froma confideration 91 
} their execeding finfulnefs. ‘The 
| fins of every man execed all com- 
| prehenfion, both as to number ai 
'maontide., In can anderfla 
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dis errors ? The fins of wicked 
men are numerous as their thoughts 
and actions. ‘I'he tins cf many of 
them are enormous and heaven- 
daring. ‘Thefts, perjurics, mur- 
ders, blafphemtes and all &bomina- 
ble iniquities are found in their 
fkirts ; yet God hath patience with 
them, and from year to year, loads 
them with his benefits. If the fins 
of individuals are numerous and 
great beyond conception, how much 
more fo are the fins of great bod- 
ies of men? Of cities, nations, 
ind the whole world of mankind ? 
Could the curtain be drawn, and 
the wickedaefs of one great city, 
only for one day be brought into 
view, as God {fees it, how would 
it aftonith all the living ? But the 
fins of the whole world are all na- 
ked and open to the divine view, 
yct he hath patience and fills the 
earth with histiches. The fins of 
his own people are many and atten- 
ded with great apgravations, yet 
he pardons them, will never leave 
nor forfake them. Dy no means. 
He will be their God, and caufe 
them to inherit all things. O fove- 
reion, triumphant, furprifing good- 
nefs of God ! Can we thus con- 
template h itty and not love and 
obey him with all the frenoth. and 
defire of our fouls ? And not adore 
and blefs his name forever ? Can 
we vicw him ruling over all, doing 
good to all, aka sioning forever, 
and not with unitcd love, gratitude 
and joy » fing with the hofts of heav- 
cn, Amiens ‘Alleluia f 

Furthe;, if poilible, to inflame 
our own and your Jove and grati- 
tude, and to awaken all our hearts 
to praife and obedicnce, let us con- 
template the goodnefs of our com- 
mon Benefa¢tor, the laft year, not- 
withitandine all or ir public and pri- 
vate offences, to the American 
States, to this State, andto us in 
particular. 





What diftinguifhing 





bleflings have we enjoyed in the 
health, peace, plenty, civil and re- 
ligious ptivilescs experienced by- 
the nation in gencral, and by this 
State in porvtcular ? In the contin- 
uation of tive important lives and 
ulefulacis of our governor and 
council ! Of our fenators and rep- 
refentatives in the national con- 
prefs, and of the judges of our 
courts ? ‘That they are all living to 
participate with us in the joys of 
the New-Year ? Thatamong thenu- 
merous clergy ofthis Statethere have 
been but two inftances of death?* 
‘That the liberality of the good 
people of this State, hath abeund- 
ed towards their brethren in the 
New-fettleme Mts, at id towards the 
Pagans of America, beyond all 
formet precedent ? That the divine 
fmiles have attended the Mithonary 
Society and that the preaching of 
the Mifhonaries has been attended 
with fuch happy effects ? That the 
legiflature continue to countenance 
our charitable defiyns ? That the 
Mifonary {pirit, ia Europe and 
America, continues 3 that the num- 
ber of mifhons is annually increaf- 
ing, and the door of faith and fal- 
vation appears to be opening morc 
extentively to the Heathen both on 
the continents, and on the iflands 
in the fca. Befides, feveral of our 
churches in this State, in the New- 
Settlements, and in the filter States 
have experienced a time of refreth- 
ing from the prefence of the Lord. 
‘heir numbers, zeal, beauty and 
order have been happily increafed. 
Numbers of our hearers and genet 
ers have, probably, been born and 
adopted into the family of heaven, 
and begun to live toGod. Some 
have experienced the frefh anoin- 
tines of the fpirit, and been filled 





* The Rev. Mr. Langdon of Danbu- 
ry, and the Rev. Mr. Thompfon of 
Montville. 

















































































































































































with hope and joy. Others have 
made progrefs in the divine life and 
allthe habits of grace are morc 
confirmed, and all the fruits of 
their righteoufnefs —_increafed. 
What immenfe bieflings are thefe 
to enkindle our love, and awake 
our praife ? Faith indeed may look 
forward to the glorious days when 


‘all God’s people fhall be righteous, 


when every deftroyer fhall be cut 
off from his holy mountain, and 
the whole earth be filled with the 
knowledce and glory of che Lord. 
Nay, it may look further foil, and 
contemplate that plenitude and eter- 
hity of happinefs which the faved 
fhall enjoy in his prefence, and 
further fee his glory and worthinefs 
to be praifed. Inthefe moft com- 
prehenfive views which we are able 
to obtain of the glorious Jehovah, 


‘ letus unite now and eternally to 


praife him. Sing forth the honor 
of hisname and make his praife 
glorious. Live as well az fpeak 
his praifes. 

Praife him with the united and 
fupreme affections of your fouls. 
Praife him with the voice of your 
lips. Talk of his mighty aéts, and 
ofthe glorious majefty of his king- 
dom. Praife him by an imitation 
of his goodwefs ; doing good toall 
Ten as ye have opportunity, and 
efpecially to the houfchold of faith : 
By loving the mount Zion which 
he hath loved ; by the moft firit- 
ed and perfevering exertions, the 
molt fervent and abundant prayers 
for the furtherance of the sojfpel, 
and its greater profperity. Praife 
him by an univerfal obedience to 
his commandments in all your rela- 
tions and in all conditions : By fe- 
rious coatemplations upon the ven- 
ity of man, and the exceeding mu- 
tability and uncertainty of all hn- 
man things; and on what may be 
the events of the year which we 
have now begun: ‘hat this year 
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you may die, or your deareft en. 
joyments may be removed into 
darknefs and filence 5 and that 
great changes may be made in the 
church of God. In thefe views 
praife him, by numbering your days 
in fuch a manner as to apply them 
all to wifdom. Praife him by an 
unreferved fubmifion to his will 
with refpeét to all events, whether 
profperity or affliction, life or death 
be appointed unto you. By an ho- 
ly confidence in the divine power 
and goodneis to fupport you under 
all your labors and trials,. and to 
prepare you for all events. By 
this praétice of piety and righteout- 
nefs, and by thefe exercifes of faith, 
fubmifhon and hope, wait all the 
cays of your appointed time until 
your change fhall come. By thus 
offering praife you will glorify God. 
For you to live will be Chrift ; and 
if you fhall die in this, or any fe- 
ture year it will be your eternal 
| gain. Then, when Jefus fhall fay, 
Surely 1 come quickly, you willbe 
prepared, in the language of the 
church, to re-echo to the folemn 
words, Anen. Even fo come Lord 


Fefu. 














On the perfonof Fefus Chrif. 
ID the human foul of our 


Lord Fefus Chrift exift be- 
fore his incarnation ? 

Chrift isthe author of falvation 
for our world,—the obje& of the 
Chriftian faith. It is important to 
| obtain juft ideas of his perfeétions, 
that we may exercife fuitable af- 
feGtions towards him. If our 
views are falfe, we muft of courfe 
have an erronecus faith, and erro- 
neous affeétions. And as error 
produces error, it will have a per- 
nicious influence, and may endan- 
ger our faivation. For thefe rea- 
fons, the holy fcriptures have very 
particularly revealed to us the per- 
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fon and character of Chrift All 
queftions which refpe& him are 
important, and, among others, the 
prefentis not the leaft worthy otf 
attention. 

It is believed, for the following 
reafons, that the himan foul of 
Chrift did not exift before his in- 
carnation. 

t. Chrift Jefus is a perfe& man, 
poffeffing all the qualities of a man 
in union with his divine nature. 
This is pranted in the queftion ; 
batif it were not granted, it is ev- 
ident from the holy  {criptures. 
Mofes fneaks of him as man, when 
he fays, ‘¢ The Lord thy God will 
raife up unto thee a prophet, from 
the midift of thy brethren, like un- 
to me.” = Tfaiah predicts, that he 
would be a man of forrows, and 
acquainted with pricf. Paul calls 
him The man Chrift Jefus ; and 
tells us that he took not on him the 
nature of anvels ; but the feed of 
Abraham, and‘that it behoved him 
in allthings to be made like unto 
his brethren. He often called 
himfelf The Son of Man 3 and 
his appearance in his birth, life, 
fufferings and death, as related by 
the evangelifts, declare him man. 
There is all the evidence of his 
being man that there is that any 
inhabitant of this world isa man. 
Therefore, unlefs there is fome- 
thing in the fcriptures to the con- 


trary, we have no reafon to fuf- | 


eft, but that his human foul and 
body began their exiltence, as to 
time, in the fame relation to each 
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Gren, from infaney to maturity, 
are from a {tate of perfect igno- 
rane, to 200d desrse of under- 
ftanding, by a regular and gradual 
progrefs ; und the appearance en- 
tirely correfponds with the idea, 
that the foul began its exiltence no 
earlrer then the body. It proves 
that it did not before this bepin its 
exiltence asa foul—an intelligen: 
nature, capable of intelleual im- 
provements ; for it is manifeft, tha: 
no fuch improvements have been 
made. The f{criptures do alfo {up- 
port this idea. ‘hey teach us that 
men fhall be judged according to 
the deeds done here im the body. 
But if fouls exifted before their 


| bodies, and were imtelligent beings, 


they were virtuous or vicious— 
were moral and accountable agents, 
and of courfe amenable for other 
things than the deesis done here im 
the body ; and therefore at the laft 
day, merely thefe deeds, would 
not be the righteous ground of 
rendering judgment. Befides, men 
are confcious to themfelves of noth- 
ing before their refidence in the 
body: Which appears worthy of 
notice in determining the queflion, 
as it refpeéts men in general. 
Therefore fince men are not con- 
{cious of any pre-exiftent ftate of 
their fouls, and there 1s nothing 


| dene befure their union with bod- 





other, as the fouls and bodies of | 


other men. 

2. The pre-exiftence of the 
fouls of men in ‘general to their 
boclies is without evidence either 
from feripturc or reafon ; and to 
believe it without evidence is ab- 
furd. Reafon and feripture both 
contradict the fuppofition. The 
iasellectual improvements of ‘chil- 


| 





ies either virtuousor vicious, which 
is to come into judgment, it does 
not appear, that there are any ends 
to be anfwered by fuch pre-exif- 
ence, which goes far to convince 
2 rational mind, that there is no 
fuch thing. —Further ; The fcrip- 
tures affert that Adam begat a fon 
in his own likenefs, after his im- 
age, and called his name Seth. 
This imports, that according to a 
divine conftitution, Adam was the 
caufe of his exiftence. But the 
body alone was not Seth, and was 
not the principal thing belonzing 
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¢o himin which be was im the im- 
age of his quail His foul—his 
{uperior part was allo in Adam’s 
hikenefs and ng ms to have been the 
chief, or oaly thing intended in 
the expreflion. He was therefore 
equally the father of both. “i lus 
inftance will doubtlefs apply to his 
pofterity in general. ‘Thus we 
have no evidence of the pre-exitt- 
ence of fouls to their bodics in or- 
dinary cafes, many confiderations 
contradict the fuppofition, and it 
is reafonable to conclude that there 
was no fuch pre-exillence. 

3. If the fouls of men in gene- 
rai begin their exiitence with their 
bodies, we have reafon to believe 
this of the fouls of all men, and 
of the human foul of Jefus Chritt, 
as weilas ot any other man, unlefs 
there is fome evidence, that inthis 
refpect, he is an exception from 
the general conftitution of God in 
this matter. But what evidence 
have we of any fuch exception ? 
It is true that the man Chrift Je- 
fus was nage in the womb of 
the virgin, a {upe rnatural man- 
ner that he might be pertecily holy 
and without original taint. But 
it does not appear but that his ex- 
iitence as a creature began and 
was bro’t to perfection, in all oth- 
er refpects, according to the ufual 
courie of Hits 
foul and b 
our infirmiucs which are not of ; 
moral kind. The idea of the pre- 
exiltence of his foul is very incon- 
fittent with the hiffery of 
pearance 
we 


yelilts. 


human 


nature. 


nis ap- 


in his imfancy and child- 
by the evan- 
iad he appeared with ail 
the somiiie iNnents of | four thoufand 


years 2) ntin the prefence of God 


od, asi i, O1VED I 


in glory, even from tire creation of 


the world, he would have 
hed the worid in his 
Jefs he either jo.t or di 
attainmems. 


aiton- 
iit V5 ub- 
fembled his 


but no duch thing is 


infa 


perfon of Fefus Chri. 


| humanity. 
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It is only faid, 
child grew, and waxed ttrong 
the Spirit, and the grace of 
God was upon him,—and_ he in- 
creafed in wifdom, and ftature, 
and in favor with God and man. 
This fuggetts, that in early life, 
like other pious aad diligent chil- 
dren, he made a progreflive, tho’ 
more rapid increafe in wifdom and 
underftanding ; fo that at the age 
of twelve years he could under- 
ttand, and propofe pertinent quef- 
tions to the Jewifh doctors. And 
the reafon for this uncommon im- 
provement is given, ¢ The grace of 
God was upon him.’ 

4. The feriptures acquaint us 
with the reafons, why it was ne- 
ceffary, that Chrift thould affume 
The reafons they af- 
fign are fufficient ; and we have no 
ris aht to fuppofe any others beyond 
what are written. ‘The fcriptures 
are our ouly in matters of 
faith, and efpccially refpecting the 
perfon and offices of Chrift. I 
know of no reafons which they af- 
fion for his taking upon him the 

nature of mane a the tollowing, 
= hat by his obedience and eles 
she might furnith a complete 


recorded of him. 
t ug 


la 
Tu:c 


ire ae et Fe for, © ur finful race and 
| know how by fympathy to fuccour 


| the tempted ; 
example 
oly were fubiect to = the 





that he might be our 
on carth, our judge at 
laft day, and vifible head 
of the church in glory. The 
whole hiftory of Chrifl, all that is 
faid of him by the P rophets, Evan- 
gelilis and sApottles, it 1s conceiv- 
cd, give us no ‘enneuan of any thing 
that he has done, is to do in 
inthe human nature, or which re- 
quires s humanity, except the above. 
either of thefe required the pre- 
exiftence of his human foul. 
Thofe expiatory fufferings, by 
which he made atonement for fin, 
did not commence till his incarna- 
tion. It was afterhe took upon 


the 


Or 








1802. | 


him the form of 2 fervant, that he 


became obedient unto death for! 
and it was after | 


our juftification ; 
he had offered his vicarious faeri- 
fice for fins, that he fat Gdown‘on the 
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| 


} 
} 


right hand of God, as the vifible | 


head of his church, awaiting the 
fubjection of his enemies. ‘lhere- 


are fubfequent to his incarnation ; 
and fo did not require the pre-ex- 
iultence of his human foul. 
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atthe name of Jefus, every knee 
fhould bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things un- 
der the earth.”’—It is faid that 
this paffage mu‘t refer only to the 
human foul of Chrift, 
divine 


becaule his 
nature could not be humbled 


| and die , and that it refers to his 
fore, fo far as appears, the only 
things for which the fcripiures tell | 
us his humanity was neceflary, 


5- Itis prefumed that the hifto- | 


ry of Chrift’s incarnation never 
fuggefted the idea of the pre-exif- 
tence of his human foul. It was 
probably invented to fupport fome 
favorite fyftem ; 

ed, the fcriptures 
fearched for fome 

it. 


were narrowly 
ething to fu upport 
A number of texts ana ex- 


preflions have been adduced ; but | as 


none of them require the conftruc- 


and being adcopt- , 


tionthat has been impofed upon | 


them for this purpofe. Some of 
them require a very different one 
to be confiftent with themfelvyes, 


and all to be confiltent with the | 


general tenor of the feriptures on 
this fubject, which it is believed 
has been already ftated. 


Thefe | 


paflages are few, and the principal | 


ones will now be noticed. 
One paffage that is bro’tto prove 


that the human foul of Chrift ex- | 


ifted before he came in the flchh 
is Philip. ii. 6—10. * Who being 
in the form of God, tho’t it not 
robbery to be equal with God : but 
made himfelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a 
fervant, and was made in the like- 
nefs of men, and | being found in 
fafhion as a man, he humbled him- 
felf, and becanic obedient unto 
~ ith, even the death of the crofs ; 

vherefore God hath highly exalt- 


ad him, and given him a name | 
that | 


which is above cvery mame : 


| fora w 





human foul in a pre-exiltent ftate, 
when it was in the form of God; 
and that it muit have been origin- 
ally ini an exalted fiate, or it could 
not properly be faid to have been 
humbled, and to have taken the 
form of a fervant; and that his 
divine nature could not have been 
exalted ia confequence of his hu- 
miliation, becaufe it was always in- 
finitely exalted. 

YThat this ob jection may be an- 
{wered, itis neceffary to premiie, 
that the f{criptures do not {peak of 
the divinity and humanity of Chriit 
two perfons, butas two natures 
combined in one perfon. But the 
objection confiders thefe natures 
astwo peifons, aad derives ail 
apparent, force iron m naa confidera- 

e ob): eétion is at once re- 

aal imitt Ing the fc vi iptu- 
ral idea, t! adie fecond iz vfon in 
the facred Trinity has ajums d hu- 
manity’, eadte one perfon fill, He 
humbled himfelf by condefcending 
to take upon him the fubordinate 
office of a Mediator between God 
and finners, by veiling his divinity 
hile with humanity in the 
fight of creatures, by placing him- 
felf in the form of a fervant, by 
obeying as one fubjectt to law, and 

at length offering himfelf up as a 
Susie ine Go. All which was 
wro’t in his own perfor God 


tion. The 
moved, 


bs 
a | 


and man united. This perfon was 


afterwards exalted. His divinity 
Was no longer fhrouded by his hu- 
manity. It became manifelt thatin 
him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the 
Gedhead bodily. His humilia- 
tion and fufcrings had laid the 


Cris 
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foundation for the whole of his 
own glory, in the office he had un- 
dertaken, as Mediator and King 
in Zion, and for a more tranfcen- 


dant manifeftation of divine glo- | 


ry than creatures had ever before 
feen ; for the difplay of thofe per- 


feétions of wildom, justice, mercy | 


and faithfulnefs, which diftinguith 


the gofpel difpenfation above all | t 
| patlage goes to the denial both of 
his divinity aid humanity, and is 


the known works of God. God 
was maniteft m the flefh, and feen 
of angels in this advanced glory, 


confequence of his mediatorial | 
And as Mediator, he is: 


work. 
highly exalted and made head o- 
ver all things to the church, wheth- 


er they be things in heaven, or | 
under | 
| one, 
they may contribute to his king- | 
And in this, as | 
| the g 
ry, and the exprefs image of his | 


things in earth, cr things 
the earth, that underhis direction 


dom of grace. 
the brightnefs of the Father's glo- 


perfon, he exhibits his perfe@ions 
before angels and men. 

But if this paffage, as is objeét- 
‘ed, related only to the human 
foul of Chrift, as dittin& from his 
divine nature, could it be faid to 
have been in the form of God ? 
Would it not have been pride, ar- 


claimed equality with Ged ? Was 
it no more than man thatwas hurm- 
bled ? Did humanity only com- 
plete the great vicarious atone- 
ment which furnifhes falvation for 


a world of finners ? And jis it to | 
‘have exifted; for God is invifible. 
| It may be replied, that fo alfois 
this is the con- | 


humanity only that every knee thal 
bow in heaven and earth and un- 
der the earth? Bu: 
{truction that muift b- put upon it, 
ence of his hurnan foul.—Befides, 
on the fuppofition that this was 
{poken only of the human nature of 
our Lord, it would overthrow itfelf. 
It exhibits not an human, nor an 
angelic nature, but one unfpeaka- 


bly above them both. It would 
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inevitably lead us to conclude that 


'he never became man, but only a 


fuper angelic nature incarnate. 
And the cquality with Gad, af 
cribed to this created nature, would 
on Arian principles fuperfede the 
secefiity of a union with the uncre. 
ated Deity ; and fo carry us the 
whole length of that dangerous 
herefy. This conftruétion of the 


equally inconfiltent with the whole 
tenor of the {criptures, and the 
fchxme which it is brought to fup- 
port. 

In anfwering the conftruction 
impofed upon this paflage, an an- 
{wer is alfo furnifhedto a fimilar 
put upon john xvii. §. 
“And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own felf, with 
tory which | had with thee 
before the world was.” And to 
a like conftruétion vpon 2 Cor. 
vill. o. “ or ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chriff, that tho’ 


he was sich, yet he became poor.” 


Andupoa Joha vi. 38. “ I came 
ere . 

down from heaven.” ‘The idea 

that the two natures of Chrift con- 


| ftitute bat one perfon, removes all 
rogance and biaiphemy to have | 


Objections, that are grounded up- 
on any texts, which reprefent him 
in a flate of humiliation. 

It has been objected, that 
Chrif cften rendered himfelf vih- 
bie before his incarnation, and 
therefore his human foul muft then 


the foul of mans It muft have 


| been as great a miracle for his foul 
to make it fuppport the pre-exift- | 


to have become vifible, fuppofing 
it exifted, as for his divine nature 
to have produced a vifible fhape, 
or the fymbol of his prefence. 
Thefe appearances would fooner 
favor the pre-exiftence of a body, 
that is by nature vifible, than of a 
foul. Therefore they muft have 
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becn the effect of omnipotence, and 
the only reality in them was di- 
vine. Agreeable to Genefis xvii. 
1. * The Lord appeared to Abra- 
ham and faid I am the Almighty 
God.” Rev. iii. 14. “ The be- 
ginning of the creation of God.” 
This is fpoken of Chrift. It is 
objected that it means, that the 
human foul of Chrift was the firft 
thing whieh God created. The 
original word for Jdeginazing is 
Arche, which indifferently figni- 
fies the beginning or the chief and 
is ufed in both fenfes in the Greek 
teftament ; and it may either im- 
port that the fecond perfon in the 
facred trinity was the creator of 
the univerfe, which isa truth fup- 
ported by other {criptures; or that 
Chrift in both natures is chief or 
head over all things to the church, 
which is alfo a bible doétrine, and 
feems beft to agree with the occa- 
fion on which the words were 
here introduced, which was to 
authenticate his meffage to the an- 
gel of the church of the Laod- 


iceans. 


But on€ more paffage will be | 


noticed, which is cited to prove 
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himfelf. That the expreffion, 
‘ The firft-born of every creature,? 
is not applicable to his divinity, 
and mult denote the pre-exiflence 
of his human foul ; and that this 
foul was the creator of heaven and 
earth—angels and men. 

Here again the objeGtion is foun- 
ded on the unfcriptural fuppofition, 
that the two natures of Chrift con- 
ftitute two perfons. The apoftle 
was defcribing the Mediator, pof- 
fefling both natures in one perfon. 
He is the image of the invifible 
God, as in him dwelleth all the 
fulnefs of the God-head bodily.— 
God maniféft in the flea. And 
as Creator, Governor and Re- 
deemer, it is he only who brings 
the perfeciions of God into the 
view of any of his creatures, ia 
heaven or earth. By his being 
the firft-born of every creature can- 
not be meant the birth of his pre- 
exiftent human foul ; for that was 
not born, if pre-exiltent. But it 
either denotes the eternal genera- 
tion of the fecond perfon in the 
holy Trinity, or his being the firft- 
born from the dead, or rather ex- 
preffes his pre-eminence over all 


the pre-exiftence of Chrift’s hu- | creation, by an allufion to the an- 


man foul. Col. i. 
“‘ Who is the image of the invifi- 
ble God, the firit-born of every 
creature. For by him were all 
things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, vifible and 
invifible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers. AJi things were created 
by him, and for him. And he is 
before all things, and by him all 
things confit. And he is the 
head of the body, the church ; 
who is the beginning, the firft-born 
from the dead ; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence.” 
It is objected that this cannot ref- 
pectthe divinity of Chrift ; for it 
would make God the image of 
Vox, II, No. 7. 


| 


15-18, | cient rights of primo-geniture, as 


its connexion apparently fuggelts. 
efides, the paffage is inconfiitent 


| with the fcheme for which it is ad- 


| duced. 





It exhibits a nature fo far 
fuperior to man and even to an- 
gels, that they are all but the 
works of his hand, and on the fup- 
pofition that it was a created foul 
which is here meant, it muft land 
usin Arianifm. 

Finally, the fuppofition of the 
pre-exiftence of Chrift’s human 
foul is inconfiftent with his being 
properly man, and like unto his 
brethren. An anglic or fuper-an- 
gelic nature united to a body would 
not be man ; but an angel, or more 
than angel incarnate. 1¢ militates 
i 








~~ 
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alfo againft the important {cripture 
doftrines of the facred ‘Frinity, 
and the divinity of Chrift; for the 
fame con{truction is impofed upon 
thofe paffages of fcripture, that 
have been noticed, which thofe, 
who deny the Trinity, and the 
Divinity of Chrift, make ufe of 
to fupport their fcheme. And it 
is faid to be a project devifed by 
Arius to enable him more effectu- 
ally tooppofe the do&trine of Chrift’s 
Divinity. And have not many, 
who have adopted this opinion, 
been foon led to deny, or be very 
doubtful of his divinity ? Or to 
think the denial of it no very effen- 
tial error ? It does an immediate 
injury to the faith and comfort of 
God’s people, by perverting the 
fcriptures. And fo far as this opin- 
ion prevails, we have reafon to 
fear that the important doétrine, of 
the real Divinity and even of the 
humanity of Chriit, will be grad- 
ually difbelieved. It is therefore 
not only unfcriptural ; but a dan- 
gerous herefy, becaufe it ftands 
connected with nifchievous and 
deftructive confequences, fubver- 
five of the glory of Chrift, his vi- 
carious atonement and the Chrif- 
tian faith. And becaufe with the 
unfufpicious appearance of being 
but an harmlefs opinion, and even 
honorable to Chrift, it lays an in- 
fidious train to decoy men to com- 
mit themfelves on the fide of infi- 
delity, before they are aware. 


MIKROS. 





Refledions on the 10th Chapter of 
Paul’s Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
particularly the 38th verfe. 


[Continued from p. 216} 
NUMBER II. 
The Scripture charader éf a jufl 


man. 


HE true character of the 
juft man is of importance 


© The juf fhall live by faith.” 





—= 








[ jan. 


to be clearly underftood ; for if 
this alone be the charaéter which 
infinite reétitude approves, a mif- 
take in this point is no lefs awful 
in its confequence than the lofs of 
eternal happinefs. And yet in no 
one point are we more liable to 
miftake. In no thing perhaps are 
mankind, more divided, than in 
their views of the charaéter of the 
juft man. ‘This diverfity of opin- 
ions is as great, asthat refpecting 
the character of God, and flows as 
a confequence from it. It is con- 
genial with the ignorance of the 
proud, felfifh heart, blind to the in- 
finite beauty of Jehovah’s charac- 
ter, to call evil good, and good evil 
—io put darknefs for light and bit- 
ter for fweet. And it isto this 
fpiritual blindnefs alone as the 
fource to which this ignorance and 
error arc to be traced. The pen 
of infpiration, the light of reafon 
and the voice of confcience harmo- 
nioufly witnefs to the fame charac- 
ter, as the object of the divine 
complacence. And yet if we af- 
fe& to walk without thg guidance 
of the former, we immediately 
ftumble in judgment and embrace 
error for truth. Hence in every 
age of the Church, fo many are 
found, with the Pharifees of old 
“trufting in themfelves that they 
are righteous, and defpifing others.” 
To all fuch that expreflive reproof 
of the Saviour pointedly applies, 
“ Ye do err, not knowing the 
fcriptures.” 

The character of the juft man, 
tho” it conteins much, and inthe 
extenfive fenfe of {criptureincludes 
all moral goodnefs, may yet be ex- 
prefled in few words. Ta the fum- 
mary of the divine law we have 4 
coneHe and perfect definition. 
“Thou fhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, foul, 
ftrength and mind ; and thy neighi- 
bour as thy{elf.”— 
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The idea of juftice neceffarily 
implies relation. There is a certain 
and neceflary relation fubfifting be- 
tween all the various orders of mor- 
al beings, and between the various 
beings of the fame order. From 
this relation certain duties arife, 
and are as indifpenfible in their na- 
ture, as the relation is unalterable. 
Hence the ground of all moral ob- 
ligation, and of the various duties | 
which moral beings owe to cach 
other and to themfelves ; { mean, 
the relation which they individual- 
ly fuftain to each other, and the 
place which each occupies in the | 
fyftem. The general divifion of | 
being, is that of Creator and crea- | 
tures. From this relation, duties | 
ef common obligation are binding | 
tpon all creatures towards their 
Creator, enforced by the laws of 
their creation. Among created 
beings, relations are multiplied 
and various, and confcquently their 
duties. Juftice therefore confilts 
in acting according to truth, or the 
natural order and fitnefs of things, 
or a¢ting conformably to the rela- | 
tion the agent fuftains to the reft of | 
the fyftem collefively ; and efpe- 
cially to that part of it immediately 
affected by the action. To at 
contrary to this, is to aét unjuftly— | 
it is a practical falfehood, as itis a 
denial of the eftablifhed relation 
and fitnefs of things. Ina word, 
therefore, the character of a juft 
man confifts in rendering to every 
being his dues. 

1. The juft manrenderste God 
thethings whichare his due, or vol- 
untarily performs thofe duties he 
owes to God, ashis Creator and 
moral Governor.—The charaéter 
of God as Creator, is diftinét from 
that as moral Governor, and may 
be diftinély confidered. The 
charaéter of God as moral Goy- 
ernor, is, according to. the order 








of nature, and our conception of 


things fubfequent to that of Crea- 
tor. Hence his right to rule ap- 
pears to arife from his power to 
create, or his having actually crea- 
ted. Thou art worthy,O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honor and 
power ; for thou haft created all 
things, and for thy pleafure they 
are and were created.”* God's 
aé&t of creation refpedts us only as 
rational creatures, produced by 
his power, and made capable of 
moral exercifes and moral gov- 
ernment. ‘The ju man_ will, 
therefore render to God his due, 
as his Creator—will acknowledge 
his hand, and his power in the for- 
mation of all things. He lives 
by faith ; and “ thro’ faith we un- 
derftand that the worlds were fra- 
med by the word of God; fo that 
things which are feen, were not 
made of things which do appear.’’+ 
He will feel and acknowledge him- 


| felf tobe the produé of divine 


power, and that he is abfolutely 
dependent for life and breath and 
all things—that it is in God he 
lives and moves and has his be- 
ing- He will acknowledge from 
the heart that God’s laft end in 
the creation of the world, was 
his own glory—that if he exifted 
before creatures, and is infinitely 
greater than all creatures, this muft 
be true. He will acknowledge 
that God had juft right to create 
all things for himfelf, and the 
wicked for the day of evilf of 
the fame lump to make one veflel 
unto honor and another unto dif- 
honor§—to make every creature 
with a view to anfwer his own pur- 
pofes, and accomplifh his own de- 
figns—to determine to difplay his 
jultice upon one and his mercy up- 
on another, according to the good 
pleafure of his own will, and none 





* Revelation iv. 11. + Hebrews xi. 
3. $ Prov. xvi. 4. § Rom. ix. 21. 
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hath aright.to fay unto him what | 
doeft thou. He will a. 
acknowledge God’s propriety 1 
him—his right to difpofe of him 
as he pleafes, both as to his _pref- 






live by faith.” {Jaw. 


of right, or fitnefs ofthings, which 
was antecedent to the exiftence of 
creatures, or the promulgation of 
any law, and is as neceflary as the 
being and perfections of God. 


ent and his eternal ftate.—He | God 1s love, and his charaéter is 


hath no will, but the will of God, 
is cheerfully refigned to the deal- 


fully expreffed in his law. It is 
a law of love, and every part of it 





ings of his Providence and makes 
it his laft end to ferve and glorify 
him. 

Again, The juft man will ren- 
der to God his ducs as moral Goy- 
ernor, by obedience to all his com- 
mands, or compliance with all his 
revealed will. It is the high pre- 
rogative of God, as moral Gov- 
ernor of theuniverfe, to enaéta law 
infinitely binding upon the con- 
{ciences of his creatures, for the 
regulation of all their exercifes and 

actions—to fanftion this law with 
the moft heayy denunciations of 
his wrath againft the tranfgreffor, 
and promifes of the moft glorious 
rewards to the obedient. Such a 
Jaw God hath given, tranfcribed 
from his moral perfeétions, and ex- 
hibiting the beauty of his moral 
charaéter. It is alfo fanétioned 
by promifes and threatenings cor- 
refponding to the infinite dignity of 
the Lawgiver. This law howev- 
er, is not a code of arbitrary rules, 
making virtues or crimes of aétions 
in their own nature indifferent, 
and which might have been thus or 
otherwife, according only to the 
mere will of the Lawgiver, and 
for no other reafon : But the whole 
and every part of the divine law is 
founded in the higheit reafon—the 
moft perfeét equity ; and it is mor- 
ally impoffible that it fhould be in 
the leaft refpect different from what 
it is; forthe law of the Lord is 
one ye Tt will not admit of the 
leaft alteration or amendment. It 
does the moft perfect juftice beth 
to God and the crea a Tt ex- 


plains and enforces the eternal rule | 


{peaks the pureft good will to be- 
ing.—Every act of obedience to 
God’s law isan exercife of love to 
being as fuch, and is varied only 
according to the different objeéts 
or parts of being to which it has 
immediate refpeé&. The rule by 
| which we are to apportion our love 
| is perfe&tly reafonable and juft ; 
that is, to preferthe greater good 
to the lefs—the univerfaltothe lim- 
ited—to love every being in pro- 
portion to his worth and impor- 
tance in the fyftem, or according 
to his quantity of being, and capa- 
city of enjoying happinefs. This 
is a diétate of reafon, and is at 
once approved by the confcience 
as juft and right. That law of 
God, therefore, which is built up- 
on this foundation, isa moft rea- 
fonable and juftlaw. Itis perfeét- 
ly reafonable and right that the 
creature fhould be required to love 
the Lord his God, with all his 
heart, foul, ftrength and mind— 
for God is infinitely the greateft of 
all beings, and his happinefs is of 
greater worth than that of all his 
creatures. He is therefore inf- 
nitely the moft deferving object of 
af ion. Hence we are to love 
hie © ith the whole ftrength of our 
afeétions, and in the higheft pof- 
fible degree. The whole of our 
love is due to God. 

Flere, perhaps, a queftion may 
arife ; how is this confiftent with 
the duties of the fecond table— 
the dutics we owe to our fellow- 
men, comprifed in this “ Thou 
fhalt love thy neighbor as thyfelf :”’ 
If the whole of our Jove be due 
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to God, what remains for our fel- 
low-creatures ? We cannot give 
more than the whole ? 

This doubt may be eafily folved. 
The feeming difficulty will vanith, 
when once we entertain properly 
enlarged views of God, and the 
immenfity of his being. God is 
not only the fource, but the fum 
of all being. He doth neither di- 
minifh, nor add to his being, by 
giving exiftence ro creatures. Ia- 
finitude can neither be leflened, 
nor increafed. <All! creatures live 
in God, and have ao exiftence in- 
dependent of him ; for itis in him, 


we live and move and have our | 
Love to God, therefore, | 


heings. 
is love to all beings ; as the great- 
er implies the Iefs, and the whole 
includes all its parts. 
then, having no being independent 
of God, we are not to love them, 
unconnectedly with him. The 
fecond command, we read, is like 
thy neighbor as thyfelf.” It isa 
the fame ultimate obdjed. 


& 





Creatures, | 


“ The juft foall live by faith.’ 
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and ftrength, and it is in the exer. 
cife of this love to himfelf, that he 
loves his creatures—as the crea- 
tures of his power, and capable of 
partaking of his infinite happinefs, 
“ind, therefore, it is true too, that 
God loves his creatures as himfelf 
—thatis to fay, with the fame 
kind of love, and in degree accor- 
ding tothe worth and importance 
of each one in the fy/tem. 

This law is the rule of the juft 
man’sconformity to God.—It alfo 
lays a foundation for his higheft 
complacency in the divine charac- 
ter. He loves fupremely that in- 
finitely benevolentcharacter, which 
the law expreffes. He approves 
of the law as holy juft and good. 
it is the fubje@ of his daily and 
molt delightful meditation. It is 


| written upon his heart and every 


precept of it copied out in his life, 
in aéts of chearful conftant obedi- 


/ence, thro’ all the various duties 
unto the firft, “ Thou halt love | 
| The law of love is the rule of his 
love, the fame in kind, and has | 


He that | 
loves his neighbor as a creature of | 


, e | 
God, loves lim for God’s fake, | 


as well as for lis own fake, and 


this is as truly an exercife of love | 


to God, asto love a child for the 
parent’s fake, is an exercife of love 
to the parent. 

Such is the nature, the moral 
beauty and-exceliency of the law 
of God. It isthe rule of condu& 
which God himfeif obferves both 
in relation to himfelf, and his crca- 
tures. Itis an expreffion of the 
moral affections of the divine mind, 
and here they meet and centre with 
the feelings, affections and defires 
of the juftman. God is a being 
of infinite juftice, in afing accor- 
ding to his own law. There is 
the fame reafon why God fhould 
love himfclf infinitely, as that we 
fhould love him with all our heart 


both to God, and his fellow men. 


life. He renders unto all their 
dues—tribute to whom tribute is 
due, cuftom to whom cuftom, fear 
to whom fcar, honor to whom 
honor. Inall his intercourfe with 
his fellow men, and in the various 
relations he fuftains he exercifes 
the f{pirit of his ftation, and has a 
facred regard to that golden, uni- 
verfal rule of equity, ** to do ta 
others, as he would thatthey fhould 
do to him.”—But 

2. The juft man, not only ren- 
ders to God, and his fellow crea- 
tures their dues, but he gives to 
himfelf his duc. He is juft to 
himfelf. 

‘There is more importancein this 
thought, than what, perhaps, may 
at firft be imagined. It is one dif- 
tinguifhing mark of the juft man ; 
and certain it is, that if deftitute 
of this he forfeits the character. 





_ Unlefs he does juitice to himfelf, 
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he does juftice neither to his God, 
nor his fellow creatures. There 
are many who profefledly approve 
of the law of God, and profefs to 
love that character of God, which 
thelaw exhibits ;—theirvifiblecon- 
duét too is unimpeachable—none 
can charge them with injuitice to 
their fellow men; when at the 
fame time they are unjult to them- 
felves—they rcfufe to render to 
themfelves their dues. This fully 
proves their hypocrify. It eviden- 
ces that the law was never writ- 
ten upon their hearts, and that 
they render to no being his cues. 
They will acknowledge that the 
penalty of the law is entirely, infi- 
nitely juft—that mankind are uni- 
verfally tranfgreffors of the law and 
confequently juftly deferving to 
fuffer its penalty. This acknow]- 
edgment is perhaps but conform- 
ing to the eltablifhed orthodoxy of 
the fociety to which they belong, 
and which from infancy they were 
taught to believe ; it 1s therefore 
eafily made in wholefale—it cofts 
them nothing ; forthe fact is they 
have afecret referve in their own 
favor, and do not bring themfelves 
into the account. Dut when they 
really come to apply it to them- 
felves the cafeis materially altered 
—they are fo difhoneft they will 
not own their true charadter—will 
not acknowledge the guilt, the law 
charges upon them, and the jultice 
ofits threatened punifhment. he 
fanguage of Mazacl is the reply 
their proud hearts will immediate- 
ly fuggett—* Ls thy fervant a dog 
that he fhsuld do this ? 1 have no 
enmity towards my God I love my 
Heavenly Father, whois fo kind 
and beneficent tome, does me fo 
much good—it is impofhible not to 
love him, and rot to feel a difpo- 
fition to obey him. Some fins of 
ignorance and human frailty, it is 
‘rue I haye committed, but L am 


The juft fall live by faith.” 
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not infinitely guilty, and deferving 
tobe eternally curft and fent to 
hell.” 

But the juft man has different 
views of the fubje@. He does 
himfelf better juftice. In his ap- 
plication of the law he is impartial. 
He hears it as fpeaking to, com- 
manding and threatening himfelf as 
well as others. His gonvictions 
of truth begin at home. He reads 
them in the humble penitent, exer- 
cifes of his own heart, realizing 
the penalty of the law, as aimed 
dire€tly at himfelf. His heart fays 
amen to the fentence, even tho’ 
he fhould be the fubjett of it. He 
feels itis juft. He acknowledges 
it to be richt—that he is a hell-de- 
ferving creature, and divine juftice 


_ would thine bright and glorious for. 


' 
' 
! 





He is 


ever in his deftruéion. 


| vie and guilty in his own view, 


and tho’ he loves himfelf as a crea- 
ture of God, yet he can exercife 
no complacency in his own char- 
a€ter. Humility is his honefty. 
Pride isa difhoneft exercife. Su- 
preme, cxclufive felf love is the 
higheft kind of injuftice, of which 
a creature can be guilty. It is 
withholding from God, and alli 
creatures their ducs, and paying 
them to—myfelf. 

g- The juft man renders to 
Chrift his dues. He afcribes to 
him the appropriate titles, and in- 
communicable charaéter of the fu- 
preme God.—He alfo cordially 
acknowledges and embraces Chrift 
in his Mediatorial charafler and 
offices, as God and man united ia 
one perfon—the promifed Mefhah, 
the anointed and fent of God, the 
faithful and true witnefs ; the light 
cf the world, the Redeemer and 
Saviour of men—the King of Zi- 
on—the Lord of heaven and earth 
and the judge of quick and dead. 
He believes the record God hath 
given of his fon—of his doétrines, 








1802. } On 


miracles, life, death, refurrection 
and afcenfion—that he is feated at 
the right hand of God, and ever 
liveth to make interceflion for his 
veople—that he is continually car- 
rying on the work of redemption 
by giving repentance unto Ifracl 
and forgivenefs of fins, and apply- 
ing by his fpirit to all his redeemed, 
the faving benefits of his death and 
purchafe ; as the King and Law- 
giver the head of all authority, 
and of all vital influences to his 
eleé& Church, unto whom he is 
made of God, wifdom, righteouf- 
nefs, fan¢tification and redemption. 

Such is the high and holy char- 
acter of the Lord Jefus Chrilt, to 
which the heart of the juft man is 
canformed and affimilated. He 
rejoices in the manifeftation Chrift 
hath made of the divine righteouf- 
nefs, and the honor he hath paid 
to the divine law. His character 
and offices, caufe and intereft, in- 
terceflion and mediatorial govern- 
ment are unfpeakably endeared 
to him. Chrift is precious to his 
foul—the object of his fupreme af- 
feétion—the foundation of all his 
hope and truft, and his only way 
of accefs to the Father. He re- 
veres his authority, fubmits to his 
government, renders obedier.ce to 
his laws, and devotes himfelf to 
his fervice, and thus renders to 
Chrift the things that are his due. 

Thefe are the outlines and dif- 
tinguifhing marks of the cKara¢ter 
of th: juft man. It is but imper- 
fectly fketched, yet may be profi. 
tably improved. Let me inatreat 
the reader to bring the fubject 
home to his heart in a realizing 
felf-application of the truth. In 
this exercife, we fhall be led to fee 
that the character of the juft man, 
and the happinefs attending it, are 
neither fo eafy, nor fo common at- 
tainments, as are by many imagin- 
ed. It isa great thing to be juit 


ines, aa 
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in the fight of God. And if God 
condemns us it is of no confe- 
quence to us, who elfe fhall juftify 
us. If God accounts us unjuft, 
it is not the united voice of the 
univerfe of creatures can reverfe 
the judgment, or make us jult— 
forit is God who juftificth. If 
we have taken a correct view ot 
the chara&ter of the juft man, it 
is certain that none but the regene- 
rate are juit, or render any part of 
their dues, either to God, or their 
fellow-men. It is in vain for us 
to flatter ourfelves that we are 
juft, while our hearts are at enmi- 
ty with God, and oppofed to his 
character and law. We mutt be 
born of God, before we can be 
led by his Spirit. The heart muft 
be made good ground before it “ 
can yield the fruits of righteouf- 
nefs. Let all realize this import- 
ant truth, and feeling juftly con- 
demned, and fpiritually flain by 
the law, be led by faitheto Chrift, 
who is the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that be- 
lieves. 


term 
reou 


ASAPH. 
(To be continued.) 





Prayer, a weapon peculiar to thofe, 
who fight under Chrifl, the Cap- 
tain of our falvaton. 

re 


os 


ontinued from page 220..] 
NUMBER II. 


‘© WT is good for me to draw 

near to God,” faid the ho- 
ly Pfalmitt: And fo fays every 
one, who ever did draw neer to 
God, in the duty of prayer. There 
is a prefent pleafure in it, which 
cannot be defcribed to men, who 
have not felt it. Befides, prayer 
is one of the greateit means of 
procuring thofe bleflings, which 
we need for time and eternity. 
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| We have fhewa, in a former num- 
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ber, what vidtories the old-tefla- | 


ment faints obtained over their en- 
emies, when they fought with this 
their peculiar weapon. By it they 
flew kings, yea famous kings. 


One choled a thoufand and two | 


put ten thoufand to flight. 

Let us now Jook into the new- 
teftament, and fee if we cannot 
find fomething there to encourage 
Chriftians to be more abundant in 
prayer. No doubt, Herod that 
proud tyrant, who fought the life 
of the Babe of Bethlehem - 
overcome by prayer: Not by the 
prayers of tho fuperftitio. is, hyp- 


oeritical Pharifees, who ead at | 
| toa folitary place to pray. Thisy 


the corners of ftreets, that they 
might be heard of men; but by 
the prayers of fuch humble fuppli- 
cants, as Jofeph and Mary, Zach- 
arias and Elizabeth, Simeon and 
Anna. The prayers of Anna 
alone were enough to counteract 
the malice and ‘wiles of Herod. 


ow of about fourfcore and four 


ings and prayers night and day.” 
Simeon warted for the confolation 
of Ifrael. Prayer is one thing ne- 
ceflarily implied in waiting upon 
God. Thefe praying few, who 
were, atihattime, feattered thro’ 
the land of Ifrael, will no doubt 
be honored of God as the cham- 
pions, who, by their prayers, ref- 
cued the infant Saviour from the 
hands of thofe, who fought his 
life. 

Jefus of Nazareth had many 
powerful and bitter enemies. 
They were continually feeking to 
get fomething, whereby they might 
accufe and condemn him. Atlaft, 
they came out againft him with 
{words and fiaves to take him. 
Shey employed carnal weapons 
zgainft him ; but during the whole 
ef his life, he ufed ne fuch weap- 





fell, he conquered. 
| the days of his fleth, when he had 





ons. ‘That paffuge im the 1ogth 

Pfalm has a very ‘oiiteales ot efer- 
ence to Chrift; They fought 
againit mc w howe acaufe.* For 
my love they are my adverfaries ; 
but I give niyfi J unto prayer.” 
By this paflage e learn how it 
was that Chrilt op; cnled his ene- 
mies 3 he gave hhinaball to prayer. 
He was eminent for prayer. Is 


this thing, he was the true antitype 


! of David, whofe prayers and prai- 


fes make a mott precious part of 
the holy {criptui es. We read of 


| Chrift’s {pending the whole night 


in prayer ; and of his rifing up a 
great while before day to retire in- 


my eatieaen. is the man, who hath 
left us an example, that we fhould 
' follow in b is Steps. In that meme 
orable night, when his Father took 
off reftraint, and let his enemies 
loofe upon him, he gave himfelf 


-untoprayer. Iie firft prayed with 
St. Luke fays, “* She was a wid- | 


his difciples, and then he poured 


out bis foulto his Father ia fecret- 
years 3; who departed not from the | 


temple, but ferved God with fa/l- | 


He prayed and heprevailed. ‘They 
came againtt him with fwords and 


| ftaves—he was given up into their 
| hands to mock, te condemn and 


crucify. 
/ 


He fell; but when he 
“ Who in 


offered up prayers and fupplica- 
tions, with liwong ci ying and tears, 
unto him that was able to fave him 
from death, and was heard in that 
he feared.”’+ ‘The prayers and in- 
tercefhons of Chrift are very prev- 
alent. In anfwer to them, God 
will beftow pardon and cternal life 
uponall the redeemed. It ts the 
Vather’s appointed way, in beftow- 
ing bleflings upen our fallen world 
to have refpect to the interceflion 
of Chrift; “ Ak of me,” my 
Son, “ and I fliali give thee,’ &c. 


* Compare this with John xv. 25. 
+ Heb. v. 7. 
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In anfwer to the petition of Chrift, | 


his incorrigible enemies will be | prifon, and furrounded him with a 
| {trong guard, with a defipn after 


made his foot-ftool forever*. 

Jult before the bleffed Jefus was 
received up to his Father’s right 
hand, he commanded his difciples 
to tarry in Jerufalem until they 
fhould be endued with power from 
on high. This command they ' 
obeyed, and we learn from A€&si. 
14. how they filled up the time: | 
Thefe all continued with one accord 
in prayer’and fupplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of 
Fefus with his brethren. In this 
way they waxed valiant to fight. 
A few days after, they were not | 
afraid to tell the crucifiersof Chrift, | 
thatthey had killed the prince of 
lite. They ftood up againft all 
the power of the Jews and were 
not afraid. They had committed | 
their caufe to God and they were | 
confident. In anfwer to prayer | 
the Spitit of God was poured out, | 
and converts were miultiplicd. 





| 
| 


| unto God for him.”? This was all 


| apoftle, for whofe fake many of 


could, their prayers would have 


Peter alfo. He confined him in 


Eafter to bring him forth to exe- 
cution. ‘* Peter therefore was 
kept in prifon ; dut prayer was 
made without ecafing of the church 


the church could do for that dear 


them would, no doubt, gladly 
have laid down their own lives, if 
this could have refcued his more 
ufeful life. They would not have 
gone to break open the prifon, by 
force, if they could have done it, 
becaufe this would be walking dif- 
orderly. They probably could 
not have accefs to Herod— if they 


had no influence upon a man fo 
void of principle. What then 
fhould they do? Should they fit 
down in defpair, and fay there was 
no hope? They knew that all 
things were poffible with God ; 


This increafed the cloud of incenfe, | awd that he had faid, ‘ Call upon 
which daily afcended to heaven.t | me in the day of trouble : I will 
Now the Chriftian army, though | deliver thee and thou fhalt glorify 


fmall, was ftrong. Their enemies | 
had the greateft number of rulers, 
learned men and foldiers on their | 
fide—they had the jails, dun- | 
geons and ftocks on their fide : 
But the Chriftians had all the love, 
all the truth and all the prayer on | 
their fide. Therefore the word of | 
God grew, and multiplied againtt | 
all the threats and punifhments, 
which were made ufe of by the en- 
emes of the crofs. 

There is an extraordinary in- 
ftance of the efficacy of prayer 
recorded in the 12th chapter of 
Ags. Herod killed James: 
And becaufe he faw it pleafed the 
Jews, he proceeded further to take 


| 





* Pfalm xxxv. and Heb. x. 13. 


me.” ‘This was a day of trouble, 


' and they did call upon God. The 


efficacy of prayer was now tried. 
The whole church at Jerufalem, 
which was now large, was deeply 
engaged in this duty They did 
not pray once and thén give out— 
they prayed without ceafing, like 
true fons of Ifrael. They were 
not difcouraged becarfe they did 
not fee their petition immediately 
granted ; they did mot mean to 
leave the throne of grace, while 
there was any hope. God, inhis 
wifdom, deferred to anfwer their 
requeft until the laft extremity, 
not becaufe he did not hear them 
before, but becaufe he would 
bring them to the higheft pitch of 
holy importunity ; which was the 





+ A&ts ii. 42, 46. Ads iv. 31. Ads 
vi. 
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beft way to promote his glory and 
theirhappinefs. The moment had 
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now almoft arrived, when wick- 
ed Herod expected to embrue his 
bands in the blood of the apoftle. 
The very next morning he was to 
be brought forth to the people. It 
feems Peter was not greatly dif- 
treffed about the event of the next 
day: The fame night Peter was 
fleeping between two foldiers, 
bound with two chains.”” “ So 
he giveth hisbeloved fleep.”” ‘This 
was the Lord’s helping tume. Pe- 
ter was delivered from the prifon, 
by the minitry of an holy angel. 
After the angel left him, he came 
to the houfe of Mary, where ma- 
ny were gathered together praying. 
How evidently this deliverance 
was in anfwer to prayer. Peter 


had compofed himfelf to fleep ; 
but it feems his friends had flept 
nonethatnight. ‘There weremany, 
who had gathered together to pray. | 
It appears, that, like Jacob on an- 
other extraordinary occafion, they 


had determined to devotethe whole 
night to wreftle with God. How 
exceedingly did this prepare them 
to receive the favor, which they 
defired. O how fweet was this 
mercy! It wasa Samuel, * afked 
vt God.’ Whoever reads this 
important claufe, in the hiltory of 


the apoftolic age, will be convinced, | 


thet prayer is a glorious privilege, 
and an important part of that ar- 
mour, with which the Chrithan 
army are to fight the good fight of 
faith, and overthrow the hoits of 
hell. it isa weapon, which the 
more it is ufed, the brighter it will 
grow, and the more important it 
will appear to him, who knows its 
worth. Iltappears from the epift- 
olary writings of the apoltles ; that 
they were men of prayer, and that 
they recommended it in the ftron- 
geft terms to their Chriftian breth- 
ren. It alfo appears that they 
made great dependance upon it, as 
a meaa of procuring the bleffings, 
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| which they needed. Paul writes 
| thus to the Corinthians ; ‘ Who 
| (i. e. God) delivered us from fo 
| great a death, and doth deliver ; 
| in whom we truft that he will yet 
| deliver us 5 you alfo helping, togeth- 
| er by prayer for us.” Had wea 
| hiftory of all the victories, which 
| prayer has gained 5 and of all the 
| blefings, which have been beftow- 
| ed in anfwer to prayer, * the world 
iifelf could not contain the books 
which fhould be written.” Bur 
| thefe are written, that we may be- 
| lieve that Jehovah hath never faid 
, unto us, ** Seck ye me in vain.” 
| Perhaps, fome may think, that 
| this eflay is calculated to trample 
‘down other Chriftian duties and 
| gracious cxercifes, by making eve- 
| ry thing of prayer. This is our 
reply : Prayer we believe to bea 
pre-eminent duty ; but by no means 
the only duty incumbent upon ts. 
| In writing to the Ephefians, the 
apoftle exhorts them to take to 
thenifulves the awhole armour of 
God 3; particularly, that they be 
girded with truth, fhod with the 
preparation of the gofpel of peace, 
taking the fhicld of faith, the hel- 
met of falvation and the fword of 
the Spirit. He then clofes by ex- 
| horting therm do pray always with 
all prayer, &c. Mr. Henry, com- 
| menting upon this paflage obferves 
' that * the Chriftian’s armour mult 
ali be buckled on with prayer.” 
Prayer keeps it all tight, and keeps 
every thing in its place. A man 
of prayer us a man of truth—a 
| mau of Chiiftian fortitude —full of 
faith and hope, and one who 
knows how to ufe the fword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. Ina the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews, the apoftle fets forth a 
lift of worthies, diftinguifhed for 
their firong faith. Strong faith 
always leads to fervent prayer ; 
therefore thefe worthies mult have 
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prayed much as well as believed 
much. The apoftle’s fubje& then 
led him to diftinguifh them by their 
faith, inftead of their prayer. But 
Jet it always be remembered that 
he, who believes with all his heart, 
prays too. 

Some may alfo think, that in 
this effay, prayer has been made to 
ufurp the place of the Almighty. 
Let nothing, which has been faid, 
be fo conftrued as to take away any 
glory from God ; or keep him out 
of fight, as the great Allin All. 
It is to his honor, that he ts a pray- 
er-hearing God. 
any thing, in anfwer to prayer, 
which his wifdom and benevolence 
co not lead him to choofe to bring 
to pafs: Yet he always anfwers 
the prayer of faith. 


who excites as well as anfwers pray- 
er. He pours out a {pirit of grace 
and fupplication. ‘The fpirit help- 
eth our infirmities ; for we know 
not what we fhould pray for as we 
ought : but the Spirit maketh inter- 
ceffion for the faints according to the 
will of God. 
God to deliver Peter out of the 
hand of Herod; therefore he fent 
his Holy Spirit remarkably to ftir 
up the minds of the church to pray 
for his deliverance. Docs not 
God, evidently, appear more glo- 
rious, in bringing about his deliv- 
erance, in anfwer to the united 
crics of fo many of his dear chil- 
dren, than if he had brought it 
about without their interceding 
cries? The fame almighty Angel, 
who wreftled with Jacob, and faid 
to him, “ Let me go,” fecretly 
ftrengthened him to keep his hold, 
and encouraged him to fay, “ I 
will not let thee go except thou 
blefs me.” He defigned to blefs 
Jacobs; but it was moft for his 
own glory and for Jacob’s good, 
shat he fhould wreftle hard for the 
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He does not do | 


Here let it 
be remembered, that it is God, | 


It was the will of | 
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blefling before he obtained it. God 


is brought clearly into view, when 
he is confidered as the great agent, 
who producesin the hearts ofhis chil- 
dren a fpirit of prayer, and eve 
thing elfe whichis good. Thiseffay 
upon the peculiar advantages which 
Chriftians derive from prayer, in 
combating their enemies, will lead 
to feveral ufcful inferences. 

1. We learn why there are fuch 
prefing exhortations to the duty 
of prayer, fcattered all over the 
bible. Pray for the peace of Je- 
rufalem*—Ye that make mention 
of the Lord, keep not filence and 
give him no refit—Men ought al- 
ways to prayand rot to faintt— 
Pray without ceafing§/—Continu- 
ing initant in prayer||—Call upon 
me in the day of troubleq—Pour 
out your heart before him**—Be 
| careful for nothing ; but in every 
thing, by prayer and fupplication, 
with thankfgiving, let your requefts 
be made known unto God.tt¢ If 
prayer be the Chriftian’s weapon, if 
‘it has been fo effectual as we have 
| recounted, it is no wonder that we 
| are fo preflingly urged to make a 
_conttant ufe of it. 
| 2. In view of what has been 
' brought forward to fhow the prev- 
alency of prayer, we can fee why 
the hopes of God’s people, refpec- 
‘ting Zion are revived, when they 
| difcover an increafe of the fpirit 
of prayer. The more they fee 
the Chriftian army ufing this all- 
conquering weapon, the more they 
have reafon to hope, to fee them 
foon gain fome gioriovs victory 
over the powers of darknefs. The 
powers of darknefs flee before a 
little company of praying ones. 


“ And Satan trembles when he fees 
The weakeft faint upon his knees.” uh 
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When a minifter obtains evi- 
dence that his church are favored 
with an uncommon degree of hum- 
ble, and perfeyering prayer, he is 
apt to conclude, that he is about 
to fee fome fuccefs of his miniftry, 
in the converfion of finners: And 
if prayer be fo prevalent, as we 
have feen it to be, he has fome- 
thing from which to draw this fa- 
vorable conclufion. He ought 
not on this account to be viewed as 


On Prayer. 
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ed with a total deftruction, Mor. 
decai and Ejfther and others of 
their nation, who dwelt at Shufhan, 
devoted three days, at once, to 
fafting and prayer. When Peter 
was in prifon, the church had ex- 
traordinary prayer, om his behalf. 
Is there nota call for extraordina- 








ry prayer at this time? Is not in- 
fidelity exerting every nerve to 
crufh the caufe of Chrift? And 
has it not made the molt alarming 





an enthufialt. The holy one of | progrefs ? Infidels are combining 


Tfrael has faid, ** As foon as Zion 
travailed fhe brought forth her chil- 
dren.” Is not fervent prayer an 
important part of the travailing 
pangs of Zion? 

3- Weare taught by this fubject, 
that it is altogether fuitable, that 
in times of extraordinary difficulty 
and danger, the people of God 
fhould have recourfe to extraordi- 
nary prayer. It is their peculiar 
weapon ; and fhould they not 
make a peculiar ufe of it, in times 
of imminent danger ? Should we 
not think that a very {tupid nation, 
who made no extraordinary prepa- 
tions for defence, when their en- 
emies were making the moft extra- 
ordinary preparations for an attack? 
So it betokens great ftupidity in the 
people of God if they are not pe- 
culiarly roufed up to pray, when 
Zion isin trouble. The language 


‘of every true Ifraelite at fuch a 


time fhould be, “ For Zion’s fake 
I will not hold my peace, and for 
Jerufalem’s fake I will mot reft, un- 
til the righteoufnefs thereof go 
forth as brightnefs, and the falva- 
tion thereof asa lamp that burn- 
eth.” When Efau was coming to 
meet Jacob with 400 men, the 
good patriarch thought there was 
a call for extraordinary prayer. 
The night which is commonly de- 
voted to ficep, he devoted to pray- 
er. When the Jews throughout 
the Perfian empire were threaten- 


| together to fpread their poifon 
| around the world. And fhall not 
| Chriftians unite in defence of the 
‘truth ? Iris not enough that we 
publith books in defence of Chrif- 
tianity. We muft let them fee 
| this holy religion in our very ex- 
| emplary lives. We muj? walk even 
as Chri} walked. We mutt alfo 
be abundant in prayer. Here is 
the way that Chriftians mutt over- 
come infidels. Infidels, fome of 
them Aave no God; thefe there- 
fore cannot pray. Orhers have a 
God, whom they own, but in 
works they deny him; for, there 
isnot one of them, that ewill pray 
to him. Prayer makes no part of 
their religion. Here, then, is 
their weak place. Here, Chrif- 
tians, you muft make the attack. 
They defpife this peculiar piece of 
| armour, with which the Captain 
of your falvation has furnifhed 
you; they think it of no ufe to 
you; therefore they will make no 
preparation to refiftit. This gives 
| the difciples of Chrift great advan- 
| tage over the followers of Vol- 
taire. While thefe meet together 
to concert meafures to “ crufh the 
wretch,” (to ufe their own blaf- 
phemous watch-word) let Chrif- 
tians form Concerts of prayer to 
befeech the God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift to pull down 








the kingdom of fatan, and build 
up the kingdom of his dear Son, 
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and fpread the {weet favour of his 
name through the world! Prayer- 
meetings, and explicit concert in 
prayer are things highly becoming 
the church of a prayer-hearing 
God. This matter is fet in a 
clear point of light in Prefident 
Edwards’ “ Humble Attempt to 
promote explicit agreement and 
vifible union of God’s people in 
extraordinary prayer for the revi- 
val of religion,” &c. Every Chrif 
tian ought to read this book. If 
prayer is fuch an_ all-important 
mean in advancing the kingdom of 
the Redeemer, why is it not fuit- 
able that the fubje€ts of this king- 
dom fhould take great pains to fhir 
one another up to this duty—and 
has it not been found, by experi- 
ence, that explicit agreement has 
greatly increafed the fpirit of pray- 
er? In many places fuch explicit 
apreement, between a few Chriftian 
friends, has iffued in a general re- 
vival of religion. 

Some think it wrong to take 
any part of the fix laboring days 
to attend upon prayer-meetings. 
Did Efther and Mordecai think 
fo, when they fafted three days 
in fuccefiion ? Did the difciples of 
Chrift think fo, when they from 
day to day continucd in prayers 
and fupplications juft before that 
remarkable out-pouring of the Spir- 
it on the day of pentecoft ? ‘There 
are others, who are greatly preju- 
diced againft night-meetings for 
prayer. Ihope fuch will not think 
it wrong to takeeven the whole 
night, on extraordinary occafions, 
for fecret prayer ; fince we have 
the example of the patriarch Ja- 
cob, and the more eminent onc of 
Jefus Chrift. Jacob prayed all 
might, and had his name on this 
account changed into J/rae/ (one 
that hath obtained a princely pow- 
er from God). Here is an eter- 
nal mark of honor, put upon this 
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holy wreftler, who, by faith, kept 
his hold of the Angel, through all 
the darknefs of the night. Let the 
name of J/rael keep us from being 
afhamed of fuch extraordinary de- 
votions. If this be not enough, 
let us remember, it is recorded of 
our bleffed Lord, that he went out 
into a mountain to pray and con- 
tinued ail ni#ht in prayer to God. 
Thefe, it is acknowledged, are in- 
ftances of fecret devotion ; but 
night meetings for prayer are not 
new things. There was certainly 
fuch a meeting that night, in which 
Peter was delivered trom prifon. 
And it feems that God was not 
difpleafed with them for fpending 
the night in this way, tho “ many 
were gathered together, praying.” 
Probably if Peter had come to 
this houfe the night before, he ae <. 
would have found the fame com- ee 
pany, employed in the fame holy 
exercife , for “prayer was made ie 
of the church, without ceafing, ii 
unto God for him.” al) Ore 
I would not di¢tate to my breth- i 
ren, but would jom with the ‘ 
preacher, referred to in the begin- 
ning of this effay, in fuggefting, 
whether it be not expedient forthe 
people of God to take fome ef- F 
feétual meafures to promote a fpir- i 
it of prayer, by a more general Ag 
and explicit agreement for this pur- 
pofe. Let us all pray for direc- b 
tron in this matter—let us pray, ; 
that God would pour out a fpirit 
of grace and fupplication, and re- : 
vive his work in the midft of thefe 
years of declenfion, and appear 
in his glory ! 


“© What various hindrances we meet, 
In coming to a mercy feat ? 





Yet who that knows the worth of : 
pray’, 
Rut withes to be often there ? } 


“ Pray’r makes the darken’d cloud 
withdraw ; 
2y’r climbs the ladder Jacob faw ; 
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Gives exercife to faith and love, 
Brings ev'ry bleffing from above. 


* Reftraining pray’r we ceafe to fight ; 

Pray’r makes the Chriftian’s armour 
bright ; 

And Satan trembles when he fees 

The weakeit faint upon h.s knees. 


“ Have you no werds? Ah think | 


again, 
Words flew apace when you complain, 
And fili your fcllow-creature’s ear 
With the fad tale of ail your care. 


© Were half the breath thus vainly 
{pent, 

To heav'n in fupplications fert, 

Your cheerful fong would oft’ner be, 

Hear what the Lord has done for me. 


Note. The Publifhing Committee 
of this magazine, imprefied with the 
importance of the cuty of extraordina- 
ry prayer, as above inculcated, take 
the liberty to recommend to their Rea- 
ders, to unite together, in fuch nume 
bers as fall be convenient, on fome one 


cay or evening in each week, and {pend | 


a feafon in focial prayer for the out 
pouring of the divine fpirit. The Com- 
mittee would not prefume to dicate, 


but as there would be a great propriety | 


in a gencral uniformity with regard to they were engaged in their thought- 


time, in fuch meetings for prayer, they 
would fugeeft that thofe who fhall 
adopt this plan, fet apart Thuriday af- 
ternoon or evening for the purpofe. 


An acceunt of a work of divine 
grace, in a revival of religion in 
the Laft Society of Granvizre 
(Ma/s.) in the years 1798 and 
1799, communicated to the Edi- 
tors by the Rev. Timotur Sif. 
Cooter. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THOSE pages in your ufefal 
Magazine which contain a narra- 
tive of the late revival of religion 
in this country, are read with pe- 
culiar fatisfadtion. They give joy 
to the people of God. 
to fubmit to your examination the 
following account of the difplays 
of fovereion, all-conquering grace, 
among the people of my charge; 
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I beg leave | 


(Jan, 


which you are at liberty to publifh 
if you pleafe. 
ITHIN half a century 
aft there have been three 
feafons of uncommon attention to 
religion in this place: And at oth- 
er times, individuals have been 
awakened and hopefully renewed. 
This people have enjoyed a more 
than common ‘hare of the effufions 
of the Spirit, and have been much 
difpofed to converfe upon experi- 
mental religion. The necefhity of 
the new birth has been taught by 
parents to their children, and very 
few, if any, have denied this im- 
portant doétrine. 

For a few months previous to 
the late revival, it was a time of ve- 
ry great ftupidity. The wife and 
the foolifh flumbered together. 
Our youth had become much ad- 
dicted to finful diverfions. In one 
of their fcenes of amufement, God 
was pleafed to frown upon them 
ina very awful manner. While 


lefs recreations, two young men 
were feized violently ill, and car- 
ried out of the ball-chamber. A 
young woman in confequence of a 
cold which fhe took on the fame 
evening, was in avery fhort time 


| taken with a fever and delirium, 


and brought to the brink of the 
grave. She aftcrwards recovered, 
and became a hopeful fubjeé of di- 
vine grace. One of the young 
men above mentioned, after a fhort 
illnefs died. This unhappy youth, 
being teld by his weeping mother, 
that he was dying, replied with his 
expiring breath, * O I cannot die, 
‘J’m unprepared.” Thefe alarm- 
ing vifitations of providence fol- 
emnized the minds of the young, 
and gave a check to their finful 
pleafures. Many were then con- 
vinced of the danger and criminal- 
ity of thofe amufements, which 
they once efteemed innocent. 
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In the fpring of the year 1798, 
profeflors were much awakened, 
and ardently defired a revival of 
religion. Chriftian parents were 
anxious for their children ; and it 
was common to hear pious people 
in converfation, breathing out their 
earneft defires forthe effufionsof the 
Spirit. There was a vifible enga- 
among profeffors ; andmany 

ike Simeon of old, were “ waiting 
for the confolation of Ifrael.” 

I invited a number of the youth 

into my ftudy, and urged upon 
them the neceflity of the “ One 
thing needful.”’? This was a very 
folemn meeting, and will probably 
be long remembered by fome who 
were prefent. 
/ Qa the fecond fabbath in June, 
a very plain fermon was preached 
from Ezek. xxxvii. 3. which was 
bleffed to the awakening of a num- 
ber of fecure finners. Inthecvening 
a conference was attended, which 
exhibited evident marks of unufu- 
al ferioufnefs. ‘The next fabbath 
evening a conference was attended, 
and many appeared to feel the 
weight of truth at heart. The 
next Tuefday a number of young 
people met for a civil vifit, and the 
violin was introduced, which in- 
{tead of producing the ufual hilari- 
ty, occafioned a flood of tcars. 
The work of the Spirit, which 
had been for feveral days concealed 
in the heart, now burit forth. It 
coufd be no longer concealed. It 
was found that numbers had for 
fome time felt a very ferious con- 
cern for their future well being, 
and thought they were alone in it ; 
being ignorant of the feelings amd 
refolutions of others. ‘Two young 
perfons, who had been very ac- 
tive in the follies of youth, mutu- 
ally agreed to begin a new life, 
little fufpeéting that a number of 
their companions had fecretly 
formed the fame refolutien. 








J 

The glorious work foread with 
furprifing rapidity through the pa- 
rifh. ‘There was all of a fudden, 
a noife among the dry bones. 
Chriftians were animated, finners 
were awakened, and fcoffers were 
{truck filent, atthe powerful work of 
theAlmighty. Therewere but very 
few, whether old or young, whodid 
not experience fome ferious alarms. 
It was truly a remarkable feafon 
with us, and the moft aged had 
never witnefied the like before. I 
fhall give the reader an imperfect 
idea of that furprifing change, from 
apparent thoughtleffnefs, to uni- 
verfal alarm, which took place 
within two or three weeks. Thofe 
who werenot at frit truly convicted, 
were folemnized at what they faw 
in others, and afterwards became 
the fubjects of genuine convictions. 

The next fabbath, the aflembly 
appeared almoft as folemn, as if that 
day were to clofe their earthly ex- 
iftence. The aflembly, tho’ crowd- 
ed, was almoftasftill asthe burying- 
ground. Our meetings were dil- 
tinguifhed for a ftill, folemn, liften- 
ing attention to the word, and the 
the andience hung upon the lips of 
of the fpeaker, as if they realized 
that theirallforcternitywasat ftake. 

The rapidity of the work mutft 
be afcribed primarily to the all- 
conquering influences of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. But itis worthy of no- 
tice that moft of the inhabitants of 
this place, are defcendants of five 
or fix families. There is confe- 
quently a great degree of friend- 
fhip, and intimacy among them, 
anda ftriking fimuarity in their 
feelings, manners and fentiments. 
Thofe who were firft impreffed, 
communicated their feelings and 
refolutions to their relatives of a 
fimilar age, and urged’ them to 
join with them in living a new life, 
Thefe private warnings were a 
means of {preadiog the work. 
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Their views and feelings, wile 
under convictions, wercas follows : 

They encouraged themielves 
that by a few weeks’ ferioufncis 
and diligence in duties, they fhould 
prepare themfelucs for regeneration. 
After perfevering for a while in 
thefe externa! duties, they thought 
their prayers and cries had been 
fufficient to prevail with God to 
fhow mercy. They fecretly found 
fault with God for with-holding 
his race. The heart arofe againft 
divine fovereignty. Some tho’t 
hard of God for giving comfort 
to others, while he denied it to 
them. ‘The enmity of the heart 
rofe up, like a venomous ferpent, 
againftthe Almighty. Such ex- 
ercifes as thefe difcovered to them 
the total depravity cf their hearts. 
They feit convinced that the gar- 
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~~ owe 


ment of felf-righteoufnefs, which | 


was fo pleating to them, covered a | 


heart full of oppofition to God’s 
charatter. ‘They were before con- 
vinced that they had been guilty 
of many. outward acts of fin, but 
now they faw fomething of the 
fountain of pollution within. 
They were convinced that they had 
never prayed, read, or cricd as 
God required. They fill perfe- 
vered in duties, but feemed, as 
they expreffd it, * to grow worle 
and worfe.’ They difcovered 
that God’s law juitly condemned 
them, and that they muft be ref- 
cued by fovereign mercy, or fut 
fer its awful fanction. 


Fhe views and exercifes of 


-_-—-- 
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thefe who obtained 2 hope, were, : 


wn general, as follows : 

‘There was a great variety as to 
the manner in which divive light 
was let into the mind, and at the 
fame time a wonderful fimilarity 
in their feelings after the admiffion 
of true light. Some obtained re- 
lief by a view of the glory and ex- 


cellency of Chrift. He appeared 





| hope was obtained, and pradually 
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o be ‘ thechiefamong ten thou- 
fand, and altogether lovely.” 
thers were firlt led to fee the ex- 
cellency of the gofpel plan and 
its fitnefs tor inners Others felt 
a happy and joyful fubmiflion to 
God as aioveretgn, and were wil- 
ling to be entirely in his hands, 
When God’s time had come to 
fhow mercy, their oppofition was 
fubdued. ‘They felt willing to be 
wholly in the hands of that God 
who “hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy.” They had 
new views of God, of the Sav- 
iour, of the bible and of Chriftian 
people. Old things were paffed 
away, behold all things were be- 
come new.” They felt a {weet 
calmnefs of mind, but in moft in- 
{tances, had not a thought at the 
time of it, that what they experi- 
enced was regeneration. It was 
fometimes feveral days, before 
they dared to hope, they were 
“ new creatures.” They rejoiced 
In many inilances, 2 


- 


a 


coniirmed, by comparing them- 
{elves with the word, and finding 
a decree of that fubmiflion and 
cifintercited love, which chara@er- 
ize thofe who “are born again.” 
The work of the Spirit in this place 
has been remarkably free from en- 
thufiafm and confufion. There 
have been no inftances of very 
great diftrefs, or outcries under 
convictions, nor of  enthufiaftic 
rants of joy, after receiving com- 
fort The work was mild. 

This revival of religion has been 


| produdtive of thefe happy ctiedts : 


The bible has been ftudied—fami- 
ly prayer revived—the inftruction 
of children promoted—the ianctu- 
ary crowded—and the diftinguith- 
ing dottrines of the gofpel more 
thoroughly ftudied and under{tood. 

Zion’s God has difcovered his 
foyereignty as well as his mercy 
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among us. Someof the moftyay aud 
thoughtlefs have become hopeful 
converts, whilit others, who were 
more fober and moral, were pailed 
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by. Some have been | hopefully new | 


born, who were educated in 1vreli- 
gious, prayerlefstamilics, whileoth 


ers were pafled by, who enjoyed a | 


pious education. But it muft be 


confefled thatthofe who had been re- 


| 
ligioufly educated, were more gene- | 


rally the fubjects of ipeck. il grace. 


Within one year after the begin- 


ning of the awakening, upwards of 


50 united with the church. Oth- 
ers have been fince added. And 


about 20 more, moitly young peo- 
ple, have obtained a hope in this 
‘“*feafon of refrefhment,” and by- 


a fober life they give evidence of a. 


real change, but through prevailing 


doubts and diffidence havenot dar- | 


ed to make a public profeflion. 

In fome inftances almoft whole 
families fled to the ark of fafety. 
In one family I found feven or 
eight, and in others five or fix, 
who thought they coi uld rejoice in 
God. We had the ple afi 19 fight 
— fifters offering ti ~mfelves to 

eceive Chriftian bapdifm, andunite 
Her the church. 

It is now above three years fince 
the beginning of this glorious work, 
and I can givea more ample tefti- 
mony to its genuinenefs, than I 
could have done in months patt. 
“By their fruits ye fhall know 
them.” Many who 
flight impreflions have become lik 
the “feed which fell upon {ony 
places.” And to fome for whom 

ve entertained a hope that they 
were renewed, “i: hath happened 
according to the true proverb,” 
2 Pet. uu. 22. And with great 
concern we may conclude that 
* Their lait ftate is worfe than 
the firlt, fecing they crucify to 
themfelves the fon of God alreih 
and put. him to pen fhame.” 
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Sut thofe who have madea pro- 
feflion of religi ion, and a number 
of others who lave not prafe fied 
p ree ly, appear to be fledfaft and 
im li : And their converfa- 
ticn is ina good meafure agreeable 
to the gofpcl ‘There may be 
among the wheat,” and 
let him that thinketh he {tandeth, 
© take heed Icft he fall.”? — Nearl 
one half who ha ‘ 


** tares 


es 


become 
woteflorsare in youth. They have 
cheerfully relinquifhed their for- 
mer finful amufements ; and have 
often declared, that they have en- 


r 
AVC lately 


| joyed more real hep ypinefs in one 


rcligious meeting, than in all their 
pait follies and finful mirth. ‘They 
in general appear tp be ornaments 
to their profeflion, and by their 


| prefence at our facramenta! table, 





received | 


rendcr the communion a very de- 
lightful duty. 

“The Lord hath done great 
‘things for us, whereof we are 

‘ plad.”” ‘The repentance of a nun 
ber of riftlefs finners in this 
place, ay doubtlefs piven joy to 
Js and faints above. And we 
trutt that a hopeful number will 


praife God to eternity, for what 

they have experieaced i in this revi- 
aa r 

val of religion. “The — 

¢ 


hath brought them up out of t 
‘horrible pit, out of the a 
‘clay, and fet their fcet upon a 
‘rock ; and he hath put a new 


: © fong into their mouth even praife 





‘to the living God.” 


Lam yours, Gentlemen, 
with fentimentg*of efteem, 
Timotruy M. Cootey. 


Granville, Eaft-Societ 


y> 
(Ms.) O&. Sor. 





Farther 


th hough ts CR I Corin: ae 
19. by. another qvriter. 


| To tHE Ep:trors oF THE Con- 

NECTICUT LVANGEL . Mac- 
AZINE, 

iL} 
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GENILEMEN, 

IF the infertion of the fol- 
lowing will not prove the fuppref- 
fion of fomething more ufeful, 
pleafe to give it a place in your 
Magazine. 


An expofition of 1 Cor. xv. 19. 


66 F in this Jife only we have 

hope in Chrift, we are of 
all men moft miferable.”? ‘The 
meaning of the apoftle, in this paf- 
fage, is eafily underftood ; but the 
truth of his affertion does not fo 
readily appear. Doubtlefs his 
meaning is this : If the body dies, 
no more to live, and if the foul 
feparate from the body ceafes to 
exift ; then we can hope for no 
benefit from Chrift, but in the 
prefent life: And if fo, we, his 
followers, are of all men in the 
world the moft miferable. ‘There 
are none fo wretched ; fo muchto 
be pitied. Allowing this to be 
the fenfe of the apottle, how does 
the truth of his declaration ap- 
pear? It has been generally an- 
fwered to this enquiry, ‘ Chirif- 
tianity found fo many, and fuch 
violent oppofers, amongft ail claf- 
fes of people, efpecially in the 
days of the apoftle, that thofe 
who embraced it hazarded their 
honor, their property, the com- 
rorts of life and even hfe itfelf 
They had the trial of cruel mock- 
ings and fcourgings, of bonds and 
imprifonment. ‘They were ftoned 
and flain with the fword, were 
deftitute, afflicted and tormented. 
Thefe great facrifices they muft 
make and thefe great evils cndure, 
in order to be Chriitians in profel 
fion and practice. Vhe world 
have not to facrifice thefe cnjoy- 
ments, nor to fubject themfelves to 
thefe evils. And if Chriltians 
have no good to expect from Chrift 
hereafter as a compenfation for 
their Jofs here, if death be an 





eternal fleep, they are of all men 
the moft miferable.” It is true 
that the apoftles and primitive 
Chriftians fuffered great evils on 
account of their religion. It is 
alfo true, that if there be no fu- 
ture ftate of exiftence Chriftians 
cannot derive benefit from Chrift 
beyond this life. But ‘then, are 
good men, even the apoftles and 
primitive Chriftians in the midft of 
their hardfhips, more miferable 
than the wicked ? Does religion 
when moft unpopular make us more 
wretched on earth, all things con- 
fidered ? Have we nota full com. 
penfation in the comforts of reli- 
gion forall the facrifices we make 
in becoming and aéting like good 
men ? If we have, then the right 
meaning of the text has not been 
given. And that we have, is cas 
pable of full proof. I may appeal 
to the teftimony of good men. 
We often hear them fay, that they 
have far preater enjoyment and 
more folid fatisfa&tion in the duties 
and doctrines of religion than they 
could derive from any thing in 
this world. And hait not thov, 
my Chriftian reader, had that 
comfort and pleafure in the con- 
templation of divine things which 
furpaffed all worldly enjoyments ? 
Haft thou not had peace and re- 
frefhment of foul, which nothing 
elfe could yield but religion? Not 
what arofe from hopes of future 
happinefs, but from what was then 
feen and felt? That the good 
man is happier than the wicked is 
capable of fcripture proof. We 
hear the Pfalmift, the wife man 
andthe apoftle uniting their tefti- 
mony in fupport of this truth. 
Great peace have they that love 
thy law and nothing fhall offend 
them.—the ways of wifdom are 
ways of pleafantncfs—The peace 
of God paffeth all underftanding— 
there is great joy in believing. 
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Our Saviour faith to his difciples, 
Verily I fay unto you, there 
is no man that hath left houfe, or 
brethren, or filters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my fake and the gof- 
pel’s, but he fhall receive an hun- 
dred fold, now in this time, hou- 
fes, and brethren, and filters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands 
with perfecutions. That is, His 
happinefs fhall be an hundred times 
greater, in this life with all his fuf- 
ferings, than if he {till poffeffed 
thefe fources of enjoyment free 
from perfecution, and remained a 
finner. Since the comforts of re- 
ligion make amends for all worldly 
facrifices, and the good, tho’ poor, 
defpifed, afflicted and perfecuted 
man is happier than the wicked, 
though he berich, wife and great ; 
I fay, fince this is the cafe, it ap- 
pears that we have not put the 
right conftruction upon the text. 
I fhall, therefore, venture to give 
a different meaning. 

In order for this, we will con- 
fider the feelings of the good man 
towards God, Chrift and the-holy 
fociety of heaven. 

The Chriftian loves God. He 
derives pleafure from the contem- 
plation of his adorable and lovely 
perfeGions. The words of the 


Pfalmift he can make his own: ! 


Whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon 
earth I defire befides thee. All 
God’s attributes appear to him 


e ‘ a ; 
harmonious, and fuch is their glo- 


ry as to ravifh his foul. Thefe at- 
tributes as exhibited inthe divine 
Jaw, afford him matter of delight- 
ful meditation. O, how love I 
thy law. Great fatisfaétion ac- 
crues to the faint from contempla- 
ting the government of God in 
which all his perfections are em- 
ployed. Thefon of God largely 


fhares in the aff2@ion of the Chrif. ' 


Remarks on 1 Corinth. xv. 19. 
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tian. His charadicr comprizes all 
that is morally excellent, being 
the brightnefs of the Father’s glo- 
ry and the exprefs image of his 
perfon. He is confidered as the 
way, the truth andthe lite. The 
believer can fay of him, Whom 
having not feen, I Jove; in whom, 
| though now I fee him not, yet be- 
lieving, I rejoice with joy unfpeak- 
able, and full of glory. Chrift, 
in his perfon and offices and in his 
relation to the believer is accounted 
precious and altogether amiable. 
The good man loves the fervice 
of his Maker, He afpires after 
no preater felicity than to enjoy, 
ferve and glorify God without in- 
terruption and the hindrance of 
finful imperfections. By fome 
foreta{tes of heaven, he has learnt 
what fublime enjoyment and treaf- 
ures of good remain for the Chrif- 
tian. No object can he fo highly 
prize as God, no employment can 
be fo pleafing as his fervice, no fo- 
ciety fo agreeable as the fociety of 
heaven and no fubjects fo delight- 
fulas divine fubjeéts. All thefe 
will continue forever, yielding him 
confummate & unfailing happinefs. 
Allowing thefe to be the feelings 
and views of the good man, which 
I prefume no one will queftion, 
what mult be the ftate of his mind 
were death to clofe his exiftence ? 
Imagine the faint, fully imprefled 
with the idea, that he fhould foon 
ceafe to be, and yet having lively 
views of the glory of God’s charac- 
ter, of the lovelinefs and worth of 
Chrilt and the beauties of holinefs ; 
! and how wretched murft he be! 
Here is his treafure, fomething he 
prizes above every thing clfe, fome- 
thing on which he cannot place a 
value equal to its worth, which 
can make him completely and for- 
' ever happy ; but he muti relinquith 
‘all hopes of enjoying it. What 
thoueht more unwelcome! Who 
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can tell his lofs ! How could he 
endure the wounding reflection of 
being forever denied a participation 
of that fublime happinefs of which 
he has tafted ? Such refleétions 


muft make him of ail men moft | the 


miferable. He could not endure 
the thought of parting with God, 
of being feparated from his belov- 


ed Savior and never to think of | 


their porfottions——neve r more to 
love, ferve and enjoy them. “O 
wretched man that I am ! if this 
be true—if I nel cok to think, 


ceafe to love -_ ceafe to JOY by 
ceafing to exift! How can 1 be 
feparated from the object of my | 


love—from pares fatisfying good 
in the univerfe ! Painful thought, 
that I muft ceafe to be and lofe 
fuch a wig ire as God ! The be- 
lief of t kills all ry comforts 
overwhelms my foul with grief 
and renders me of all men moff mi/- 
erable.” 

Sinners ! Think not relision to 
be a gloomy and unprefita able thing. 

Saints 3 Be thankful for that 
gofpel, which has brought “ fife 
and immortality” to |), yg 


SHAPHAN. 


Letter hie a Pcseal to his Son, 
on the exifence of God. 
Weak 3 prar Sox, 
OD, in his wife and holy 
providence, has brought you 
to that period of life in wh ‘ich the 


leave the family, where you 
been born, and received the 
and inftructive reir of your 
rents. You are called now to: 
your part for yourfelf on the 
broad theatre of life. Tt is an im- 


h 
kind 


Y 
4 


portant period | in your life. Jt is | 


a period in life perhaps more i: impo or- 
tant now thanever, becaufe tt isan 
evil day ia which there are many 
enticements to crror anc lifliy ation. 


A vyounes pe rfon nerd: 
« 2 





wve | 


act | 


perience of old age, and the re. 
training hand of a kind providence, 
to avoid all the ways that lead 
down to difgraceand ruin. When 
I look back on my own life, and 
period when I began to a& 


for myfelf was not  ftigmatized 


| with the error and diflipation the 


prefent is, I think it almoft mirac. 
ulous, and it certainly was owing 
to nothing but that kind providence 


_which has always protected me, 
that I efcaped thofe ways which 


are ruinous to our ufefulnefs and 
comfort here, and our happinefs 
hereafter. Having been young 
myfelf, and experienced all the 
feclings incident to your age, my 


| obfervations will have the greater 


weight on your mind, efpecially 
they will be received as a kind ef. 
fort of an anxious and affeétionate 
Father. 

I might write you fome prof- 


| table thoughtsrefpeéting the choice 


and management of your worldly 
affairs, refpedting the company 
you fhould keep, and what gene- 


_ ral deportment you fhould obferve, 


to render yourfelf agreeable to the 


| tte dy, fober, virtuous part of 


mankind. Thefe are important 
objeats and fhould fuitably intereft 
‘ap attention. 

But I feel, my dear Son, more 


_interefted in your future and eter- 


nalgood. AndIam happy, that 


_ while you are removed from my 
laws of our country permit you to | 


ed inftruction, I can communi- 

te to you by letter, my ideas, on 

the nc important fubjeéts which I think 
very much tend to this. 

It is of the firtt importance that 

ur heart be renewed by the {pir- 

‘Cod. Until thisis your ftate, 

u will not enjoy thofe pleafures 

fuitable for - Gaia creatures, you 

will not ferve your maker accepta- 


i bly, noranfwer the end of living, 


ind you wi MH be all the time unfafe, 
o xref ad cor ff antly by the britt! 
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thread of life over the abyfs of de- 
ftruction. Confidering this of vatt 
and infinite importance, I think it 
well to put you in mind of it in 
this place. Hereafter I fhall 
write more fully on the fubjeét. 
All my obfervations on doétrinal 
fubjects, you may confider will 
profit you nothing without this, 
nay, as they enlighten your mind, 





our oppofition of heart will be | 
y' PP 


more heinous in the fight of God, 
and your foul will be prepared for 
greatee mifery. 

You have come into aétive life 
in an age in which the holy word 
of God is denied. Many who 
do not deny its heavenly origin, 
difbelieveits fundamental doctrines, 
and do not prattife agreeable to 
its facred requirements. There 
is great danger, therefore, that 
you will hefitate refpecting the di- 
vine infpiration of the {criptures, if | 
not pohitively deny it, and that if | 
you receive the fcriptures as the 
word of God, your dodtrinal be- 
lief will be erroneous, and incon- 
fiftent. You will therefore attend 
diligently to the feeble effort of a 
Father to inftruct youintothe great 
doétrines of Chriftianity. 

"the fundamental dorine of re- 
ligion is the exiftence of a God, 
who created us, the world in 
which we live, and all the things 
in it. ‘This is the bottom-ftone 
which fupports the whole religious 
foperttructure. Hence the Atheilt, 
difliking the fyftem of truths re- 


vealed in nature, and the word of 


God, and fecing he muft believe 
them if there be a God, ftrikes at 
the root, and denies the exiftence 
of any God. You doubtlefs will 
hear much faid on this  fubjett. It | 
will be faid, There is no God : 


——————— 


| 


IE 
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you to attend, my Son, to the 
following chain of arguments‘ on 
this important fubject, and levit ev- 
er fortify your mind apainft any 
attempt to eftablifh you on errone- 
ous and Atheiflical principles. 

I cannot conceive, and I appeal 
to you, my Son, and to the moft 
eftablwhed Athcift, if you, or he 
can conceive of any other way for 
the exiftence of ourfelyes, the 
world, and all things in it befide 
thefe. They muft have been cre- 
ated by chance, by their own cre- 
ative power, by fome finite being, 
or they are eternal and never were 
created, or they were created by 
anunereated God. Thefe I will 
take up in order. 

In this world and the things in 

it we difcover perfec order, and 
regularity. Search into the forma- 
tion of men. Extend your views 
to the great planetary fyftem, of 
which this earth is a part. View 
all the parts and appendages of this 
world. See the various move- 
ments of the whole, and fay,-if 
there be not fyftem and order dif- 
coverable, and fay, my Son, i! thefe 
be confiftent with chance. You 
aie poffefled of rational powers fuf- 
Gel nt to fhow you that the very 
idea of chance excludes that of 
order and fyftem. If we believe 
thefe things created themfelves, 
we fhall be involved in this evi- 
dent abfurdity that that which is 
not, can create. A being that 
creates himfelf muft exercife crea- 
tive power before he exifts. I pre- 
'fume your conviction of this ab- 
'furdity makes it unnec effary for 
me to fay more. 

You will eafily fee that thefe 
things were not created by any fi- 
nite being. This being muft have 


"This world, and all in it come in- | been created 3 a FS rT 


to exiftence by chance, or by fone 


him to have been created by chance, 


way, beiide by a felf-exiftent, e- | or byhimfelf, without invoiving our- 


ternal, 


unereated God. 1 wifh 


{elyes in the above abfardities. 
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And when any will thow the 
hiltory of an interminable line of 
rational beings, and produce the 
improvement which we may r¢a- 
fonably expect from them ; when 
they will convince any candid 
mind that there are not in the world 
itfelf, evidences of its having a 
beginning, and of its coming to an 
end there will be reafonable ground 
to doubt the exiftence of a God. 
We have no hiftory extending 
farther back than about fix thou- 
fand years. The moft ancient of 
this is quite brief, and in fome in- 
ftances obfcure. Wouid there not 
be a longer line of hiltory, would 
there not have been able hiftorians 
thoufands and thoufands cf ycars 
ago, if the world were eternal, 
whofe hiftories we fhould now have 
free irom all brevity and obfcurity ? 
Would there not have been greater 
improvement than there is? Our 
long line of anceftors mult have 


been very idle and flupid people if 


we admit the idea. Every one 
muft be fenfible he lives in a per- 
ifhing dying world. ‘The beft af- 
tronomical principles will teach us 
the world muft come to an end, 
that it is not eternal. F 

There is therefore no confiftent 
belief refpecting our own and the 
world’s exifteace, but the belief 
that it fprung from the creative 
hand of an uncreated God. 

This argument, my Son, eftab- 
ith tn yourmind. Jt is conclu- 
five in proof of the heing of a God. 
And this 1s a foundation for the 
moit valuable and important ideas, 
fome of which I fiall fuggcit to 
you in my furure jetters. 

Yours, &c. PATER. 


Meff'rs. Epizors, 
A Snothing is more baneiul to 
a life of real piety and 


growth in grace, than the trifling | 


Anecdote. 
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amufements and diflipated pleafures, 
which are but too common in the 
moft of our towns, perhaps, it 
will not be unacceptable to the re- 
al friends of religion, to trace the 
unhappy effeéts of fach fcenes of 
diMfpation upon the heart, in ren- 
dering it cold, and unmindful of 
the fweet duties of fervent devo- 
tion and benevolence, and in de- 
pitting in the countenance fuch fol- 
lies and vanities, as plainly fhow 
the prevailing influence of fin. 
Diffipation and religion can, never 
dwell long together ; for he, who 
neglects his heart, will confequent- 
ly negle& his fecret prayers, and 
foon obliterate the foul-delighting 
remembrance of his God. Re- 
tirement and devotion eafily min- 
gle their joys ;.and the Chriftian 
in his clofet,away from theentang- 
liag {nares of a delufive world, 
mounts on the wings of faith, and, 
forgetting all earthly vanities, foars 
away to the throne of God, to 
contemplate the unfpeakable glories 
of the Lamb, flain from the foun- 
dation of the world, while he 
proftrates himfelf before him, in 
the moft humble adoration. ‘The 
truth of thefe remarks appears to 
have becn confirmed, in the fol- 
lowing anecdote of an amiable 
young Lady, extraéted from the 
writings of Lavater-—‘* A noble, 
‘ amiable, and innocent young La- 
‘ dy, who had been educated prin- 
‘cipally in the country, faw her 
‘ face in the glafs as fhe paffed it 


.* with a candle in her hand, reti- 


‘ring from evening prayers, and 


* having juft Jaid down her bible. 
‘ Her eyes were caft to the ground, 
‘with mexpreflible modefty, at 
‘ the fightofher own image. She 
pafied the winter in town, fur- 
‘rounded by adeorers, hurried a- 
*‘ way by diffipation, and plunged 

in trifling amufcments. She for- 

got her bible and her devotion. 


c 
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‘In the beginning of fpring fhe | word, and in many placcs a ftrong 
“ returned to her country-feat, her | defire after {piritual nourifhment. 


« chamber, and the table on which 
‘the bible lay. Again fhe had the 
‘candle in her hand, and again 
‘faw herfelf in the glafs. She 
“turned pale, put down the can- 
“dle, retreated to a fofa, and fell 
‘on her knees : “ O God! I no 
‘ longer know myown face. How 
‘am I degraded! My follies and 
‘vanities are all written in my 
“countenance. Wherefore have 
* they been neglected, illegible, to 
‘ this inftant ? O come and expel, 
‘ comeand utterly efface them, mild 
‘ tranquillity, fweet devotion, and 
‘ye gentle cares of benevolent 
* Jove !” AMANA. 


Religious Intelligence. 
Extra of a letter from one of 
the Connedicut Mijfionaries, da- 
ted Cooperstown, O08. 20, 1801. 
“ NOTWITHSTANDING 
all the difficulties which attend my 
Mifhionary bufinefs, I find myfelf 
fupported and encouraged, by con- 
fidering the excellency of the 
caufe,—the all-feeing eye of that 
God whofe caufe it is,x—and that 
the defires and prayers of all 
Chriftian friends attend me and 
are united in my fuccefs. The 
promife, “ Lo I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the 
world,” is extenfive and anima- 
ting. Good Miikonaries may plead 
it for themfelves, and the people of 
Goa may plead it for them. I hope 
to be fo faithful as to fhare a part 
of this promife, .tho’ unworthy 
of the blefling contained in it. @ 
“« T have already vifited, in my 
Miffionary tour, many fett!ements 
in the counties of Delaware and 
Otfego ; and have uniformly found 
a very friendly reception among 
the people where I have labored ; 
a general readinefs to hear the 














Could the good people of Con- 
neticut beho!d the attention, the 
gratitude and the joy expreffed in 
the countenances and language of 
thofe who affemble to hear fer- 
mons and religious converfation, 
they would not confider their an- 
nual contributions as money fpent 
in vain. In many places which L 
have vifited, where the attenticn 
was f{pecial the laft year, I have 
found great cngagcdnefs in religion. 
The fentiment is often exprefied 
by the people whoin I have vifited, 
and expreffed with every mark of 
gratitude, * that the MifEonary bu- 
finefs isthe moii benevolent and 
glorious that was ever undertaken 
in America.’ May the Lord give 
me grace to be faithful.” 


MISSIONARIES. 

The Rev. Jeremiah Hallock lately 
returned from a mifhion of 4 months 
to the upper part of Vermont. 

The beginning of December, 
Mr. Hezekiah May returned from 
2 mifhion cf atew weeks to the wef- 
tern counties of New-York. 

About the zoth December, Mr. 
Fames W. Woodward entered on 
a miffion to Black River and parts 
adjacent. And about the fame 
time, itis fuppofed the Rev. Solo- 
man Morgan commenced a mifhon- 
ary tour ofa few weeks to the nor- 
thern counties in Vermont. 

All the Miflionaries continue to 
write that the cail for miflionary 
labors is great, and that in many 
places they havereafonto hopetheir 
labors are attended with a divine 
blefling. 


ORDINATION. 

On Wednaciday December 22¢, 
1801, the Rey. Andrew Yates was 
ordained as colleague paltor with 
the Rey. Eliphalet Williams,D. D. 
of Fait-Hartford. The Rev. 


LOE IEA OL 


oe eee 


ee 


_ 


— 


ial 
eX - 
’ ‘5 
rs : 
* 
) ik 
ne 
p a 
a 
ter ni 
roy 
v eee 
§ > 
ae 
, ? < 
iy ue 
; te 
‘ a 
37 
{ 
| ; 
> > 
- 
$i 4 





Poetry, 


Walter King of Norwich made 
the introductory prayer; the Kev. 
Door Dana of New-Haven 
preached the fermon; the Rev. 
Doétor Perkins of Hartford made 


the confecrating prayer; the Kev. 


John Marth of Wethersticld gave 


the charge; the Rev. William 
Lockwood of Glattenbury gave 


the right hand of fellowthip ; ‘and | 


the Rev. Henry A. Rowland of 
Windjor made the concluding 


prayer. : 








SOETR 
POE 
COMMUNICATED AS CRIGINAL, 


Meff’rs. Epitors, 

IF the following hymns, written 
under bodily weakunefs, fhall be tho’t 
worthy a place i in your invaluable Mag- 
azine, they will perhaps, if my life be 
fpared, be a prelude to other commu- 
nications. Yours, ELPIZON. 


A prayer fur beavenly mindednefs. 


Glorious Ge od, fupremely wife, 

Enthron’d in light above thefkies: 
Life is a {pan, the time draws near, 
When at thy bar I muft appear. 


Yhis mortal frame will foon decay, 


“vad moulder to its native clay ; 
Bat my immortal foul remains, 
Fer endlefs hfe or endlefs pains. 
O may a fenfe of this abide 
Upon my gan dy my sine guide 3; 
Nor may I wiih to put away, 

Far from my tho’ts the evil day. 


This day with me may be the laft; 
The next, probation many be paft ; 

Iviy body wi h corruption miz’d, 

My ftate unalterably fix’d. 

© may the tho’ts of Jefu’s love ; 

Of reft prepar’d for faints above ; 

Of judgment, and eterniry ; 

Draw of my foul from earth to thee. 








[ Jan. 


Help me, O Lord, to watch and pray, 
Nor let me from thy precepts ftray ; 
But guide me in the heav’nly road, 
To thiae cturnal, bleft abode. 


Chriftians call "d to exertion. 


‘HE Spirit and the word 
Are mighty in the earth ; 

The vineyard of our Lord 

Is freed from difmal dearth*® ; 

For {inners fear, 

That dreadful hour, 

When God, in pow’r, 

Shall call them near. 


The faints in glorious fate, 
Redeemed of the Lamb, 
And angels approbate, 
Who ever praife his name, 
In raptures ting, 
That waud’ring fouls 
Approach the folds 
Of Chrift their King. 


Can thofe, who longing ref 
To feetheir Judge defcend, 
Pofffs unthankfu! breafts, 
To fee their friend amend, 
For mercy call, 
Their Saviour blefs, 
Own and confels, 
Him Lord of all? 


Let Chriftians then arife, 
For Jab’rers are but few 3 
A glorious harveft lics 
Matur’d before their view, 

And {pare no pains ; 
But give and pray, 
That heathens may 
"Scape fatan’s chains. 


Left God for worthier keep, 
Your bleflings in referve ; 
And leave your fouls to fleep, 
As you for fins deferve ; 
And juftly make 
You to remain, 
Like Sodom’s plain, 
A fruitlefs lake. 
ELPIZON. 


* Alluding tothe late revivals of religion. 


Donations to the Mifionar Society. 


os Rev Benjamin Trambull, 
f Ins fermons. - 

ws: afriend of Mifhons, 

‘yom do. do. 

‘roma young Lady. 


>, Dd. avails 


10 Dollars. 
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3 25 cts. 





